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| filled with a noble Zeal for the Purity of e 

Doctrine and Diſcipline, walking in the Order 
Chriſt has eſtabliſhed, and maintaining with a be- 
eoming Steadineſs and Reſolution their invaluable 


[INTRODUCTION 


i is «the vndonbted Right of; a Goſpel Church = 
to chuſe its own Officers: This is a Grant 
given them by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, their 

> great King and Head, upon whom the Church 5 

5 tell is founded, and by whom its various Officers 
are furniſhed with Gifts and Graces, by which they 

are fitted for thoſe peculiar Services to which they 
are called; and in the Exerciſe of which, they are 

made the happy Inſtruments of advancing the Re- 

deemer's Kingdom. Theſe are Privileges which 
are trifled*with, and but Jightly eſteemed by too 
many, to the great Decline of true Religion, the 
Ruin of immortal Souls, the great Diſcredit of the 


Chriſtian Character, and the fatal Spread of Pro- 


 Phaneneſs and Infidelity. — We have Reaſon there- 
fore to reckon it not amongſt the leaſt of our Mer- 
| cies, that we have Liberty to act agreeably to the 


_ Goſpel-Rule ; and that there are Churches wh 


Rights and Privileges. And it ſhould equally en- 


gage our Thankfulneſs, that the great Shepherd is 
_ raiſing up Miniſters, full of Love to their great 
Maſter, a tender Concern for immortal Souls, and a 


B 2 Ee Teal 


= 


(4) 


9 8 Zeal for the glorious Truths of the Goſpel ; and 5 
he 1 {ning them out, to the Edification, En- | 
_ creaſe, and Comfort of his Churches. 
Af the firſt-Inſtitution of a Goſpel- Church, thaw 1 
were extraordinary and ordinary Officers appointed. 
The extraordinary Officers were Apoſtles, Evan- 


| gecifts, and Prophets, theſe were furniſhed. with 
cx roi ary Gifts and Graces, to fit them for the 
im ortant Work to which they were called; and 


5 to it. 


ceaſeg, when the great Ends were anſwered for 


which they were appointed. - — The ordinary Of- 
| ficers were to continue to the End of Time Shak 


| Chriſt will deliver up his mediatorial Kingdom to 
th Father, Ordininces ſhall ceaſe, and God ſhalt---- 
be in all. The Chief of theſe is the Paſtor, who 


, "W.repr eſented under a variety of Characters in Scrip- "i 
ture, ſuch as Biſhop, Elder, or Presbyter, &c. 


all which are Names common to the ſame Office; 
and point out its peculiar Dignity, as well as 


the various Branches of that Ay. that 1 Is annexed 


Many by too inattentively W the New: 


Teſtament, are ready to apprehend that the Word 
Biſbep, which they find ſo often repeated ut 
points to that Office, in which an unwarrantable 
Juriſdiction is exerciſed, and which raiſes Perſons 


to Wealth and earthly Honour ; whereas this is of | 


maaiere human Eſtabliſhment, and has no Foundation. 
in the Word of God. A Goſpel-Biſhop in the 
early Ages of Chril oy. had . Care and In- 
8 ſpection of one Church only: His Office was not 
L "it with great Accumulations of Wealth and 
Glory; nor was he diſtinguiſhed by pompous and 


Jordly Titles. The Office of a Biſhop indeed, 


conſidering its Nature, and the Ends and Deſigns 
ol its Inftitution, is no ways mean and deſpicable, os 


7 but truly honourable, and renders thoſe who. 46 < 
„„ enabled 


FE) 


-nabled to diſcharge it with Faithfulneſs worthy of 
the greateſt Eſteem What can be more honou- 
rable than to be employed about the everlaſting 
Welfare of immortal Souls? Goſpel-Miniſters are 
Ambaſſadors of God, they Pos 4 their Commil- 
tons from him, and they are ſent by him with 


Meſſages of Peace and Salvation to guilty Crea- 


tures: They are Shepherds, whoſe peculiar Buſi- 


nels it is, diligently to watch over their reſpective 


Flocks, feed them with Knowledge and Under- 
ſtanding, reſtore the Wanderers, ſtrengthen the 
Weak and Feeble, and train them up for a better, 
even a glorious World. They are ſet for the 
Defence of the Goſpel, _ are Inſtruments which 
God makes uſe of for the Converſion and Salva- 
tion of Souls. In fine — they are deſigned for tbe 
fer fectiug the Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, 


for the edifving of the Body of Chriſt, till we al 5 


come in the Unity of the Faith, and of the Know- 


ledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect Man, unto 1 


the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chr: „ 
Eph. iv. 11, 12, 13. How truly noble then is this 
Office ? 47 how thankful ſhould. thoſe be who | 

enjoy the Advantages of it — 


It is a dreadful Curſe EY God: 1 15 
nd of which we have an Account in Amos vii. 11. _ 


bebold the Days come, ſaith the Lord God, that 1 


will ſend a Famine in the Land, not a Famine of 5 


Bread nor a Thirſt for Water, but of hearing the 


Words of the Lord. The Want of a Goſpel. Mi- f 
nltry is the greateſt Affliction a People or Nation 


ein be exerciſed with; it is Matter of Lamenta- 


ton that it ſhould have become the Object of ſo 
much Contempt and Scorn. What mak wealcribe 
t to, but to the Ignorance, Bi igotry, and Avarice, 


K rophaneneſs, and even Inhdelity of too many of 


l ole ho APPEAr in the lacred Cha racter: ? — When 77 


5 Selt- 


chief Spring and Motive; in fine — when thoſe 
enter upon this important Work, who are inſen- 
| ſible of its Nature, are Strangers to the Power of 


(5) 


” Self. Intereſt is the governing Principle from stet 
Perſons act; when Love to the World is the 


ther, 
char, 
this 
your 
fice, 


the divine Life, and conſequently have no Call JW nen 


from God to appear as. Miniſters ; no Wonder MW T 
that he withholds his Bleſſing ; they fall into Con- N Chur 
tempt, the Goſpel 1 is deſpiſed, and Ry and 1 
IlInmqmorality ſo generally abound. ele. 
Unleſs we are called to the Miniſtry by our glo- to W 
rious Maſter, we cannot expect his Preſence with MWably 
us, nor any Succeſs in the Work. Of this Call We h 

of his Miniſters he gives ſufficient Indications, by {Wirequ 
tthoſe Gifts and Graces with which he furniſhes WWor 
GS them, and fits them for the Work they are engaged Nas at 
e and by the Call they receive from his Churches great 
acting in his Name, and according to the Rules be Noe ha 
has preſcribed — ; Praye 
Buch we hope i 1s cake Prefon God FOR er over kd own 

5 Church. We doubt not but his Heart is firmly Ordin 
attached to the Intereſt of his great Maſter, and N bu! 
filled with a real Concern for immortal Souls! deavo 
andi ve rejoice with you, that God has been pleaſed often 
to put ſo happy a Concluſion to your late Difficul- o, 
ties, and to ſet over you a Paſtor to watch over {Wend: 
Jour Souls, to adminiſter the Ordinances of Grace, We t] 
e and to feed you with the Proviſion of the Goſpel. ome 
Wee are come this Day, not to vive our dear is L. 
TD Brother a Commiſſion, or proper Authority to go Exper 
in and out before you as your Paſtor, we having lery 
do ſuch Power lodged with us for that Purpoſe; FSreea 
ET but we are come to hold Communion with you © harad 

a Church of Chriſt, to commit him and you to te ca 
Care of the great Shepherd; to entreat his Pre: frning 
ene with, and his Bleſſing upon you, and to pit dation 


you i in mind of your reſpeclive Dutics to one are Jo the 


= ther 


T7} - 


ther. And that we may the more ck dic. 


charge theſe various Duties, I muſt deſire one of 
this Church, in the Name of the reſt, to declare 
your Call of our dear Brother to the paſtoral Of- 
ice, and the Steps you have xe towards a Settle- 


ment with him. 


This was recording y done by a Nember of the 1 5 | 


Church — as follows — 


we have been exerciſed with various Trials, were 


10* 


the Paſtoral Office cd us. Upon his pro- 


« [t is about nine Years ſince we e gave up our- 8 
elves to the Lord, and to one another, ieee 
to walk in all the Ordinahces of the Lord, agree- 
ably to his Appointment. In this Space of Tune, 


frequently deſtitute of a Miniſter to diſpenſe ene 
Word of Life to us; yet God whois rich in Mercy, 
has at Times ſent his Servants amongſt us, to our 
great Support and Comfort: In, this u- n{ertled State, 

we have often ſought to the Lord by Faſting and 
Prayer, that he would ſet over us a Paſtor after his 
own Heart; that we might have the Word and 
Ordinances adminiſtered to us, hoping thereby to 
de built up a Church of the living God, Our En- 
deavours to obtain ſo deſirable a Bleſſing, have 
often been fruſtrated, till about a Year and half 


0, when the Rev. Mr. Rooker was recom- 

mended to us, as a ſound, ſerious Goſpel- Miniſter. 

We then applied to him, requeſting that he would 

ome and preach amongſt us; which he did for 
Ix Lord's Days; by which Means we had ſome 
Experience of his Abilities for the Miniſtry ; and 
blerving in him a ſerious Carriage and Behaviour, 
greeable to his Profeſſion, and anſwerable to the 
harater we had received of him; the Church  _ 
as called together to know their Sentiments con- 

trning him, and all of us manifeſted our Appro- 

on of him, and unanimouſly gave him a Call 


S * 
aces . 
_ k - 


— 
a . 

Ano. 5: heat 

r 


2 3 feſſing = 


— * * 5 zen 4 — ew — * _ 
” — — * \ 
5 p 9 6 r 2 
* Sc ** . 2 n 
A : ; — 
6 wa r anyn,= 3 2224. id 
An” nc — rag IE 


e te Es * 
* 2 „ 
- _ 
TAN * 
8 te fer geo * 
IT — 
* 
Ir 


— 


* 


(8) 


| felling (to our great Satisfaction) his Acceptance 


3 of the Call, we jointly appointed this Day for his 


Ordination. And I do now in the Name, and by 
the Order of this Church, in the Preſence of theſe 


Witneſſes, reiterate the Call to the Rev. Mr, 


me a Call to the paſtoral Office. As this appeared 

to me to be a Matter of great Importance, I chought 

itt neceſſary to take proper Time to conſider the | 
Affair ſeriouſly, to ſeek to God for Direction, and 
dd obſerve the Path which Providence ſhould point 
out to me, before I gave any Anſwer to their Re- 


RE Will of God concerning this momentous Af. 
fair, I could not but think it my Duty (at leaſt) to 

5 return to this Congregation. Since my Return to, 

and farther Acquaintance with them, the Path of 


7 8 pointed this Day for my publick entering into 


 Ikmnlyrecognize my Acceptance of this Call, and 
engage in an humble Dependance upon the Aſ 


form the ſeveral Parts of the paſtoral Office, ac. 
cording to the Direction that Chriſt has given 1 


Rooker, to accept of, and take upon him the bas 
coral Charge of this Church. 1 
Which was done by Mr. Rroker as follows. . 
When I firſt received the Invitation from thi 
: Church, having got the beſt Information I could 
of the State of their Affairs, I came amongſt them 
for ſome Weeks, in which Time the Church gave 


gqueſts. After an impartial Enquiry into the Mind 


Duty appearing to me to be ſtill more plain and 
clear, I at length ſignificd my Acceptance of the 
Call of this Church; upon which we Jointly ap- 


paſtoral Relation to them. And I do now ſo— 
ſiſtance and Grace of the Spirit of God, to per- 


his Word; deſiring the Supplications of all preſent 
mm may obtain Mercy of the Lad. to be found 
Farhtul,”? OE II TALE z 


”— 


In 


8): 


Now my dear Brother, I muſt defire you to de- 
_ care publickly your Acceptance of this Call, and 
vwhat determined you thereto 

This was done accordingly by Mr. Rookir. 
Having thus declared your Acceptance of = 
Call of this Church, I muſt defire you t to BYE. us Ty Sg 
free and full Confeſnon of your Faith. 


Which was accordingly done. 


My dear Brother, you have this thy made a : 
publick Confeſſion of your Faith in the great ar- 
ticles of the Chriſtian Religion; Truths of the 
utmoſt Importance, worthy of our higheſt Venera- 
tion and Eſteem. They are Doctrines which are 
in every Reſpect calculated to promote the Glory —  _ 
of God, and fecure the everlaſting Salvation of the 
Sinner; are the grand Pillars upon which the 
Church and every Chriſtian's Comfort are built, 
| againſt which the Gates of Hell ſhall never be 
able to prevail; and which ought to be more fre- 
quently the Subjects of our Preaching and Conver- 
lation: Hearers in general are too defective in their 
Knowledge of the Goſpel, are incapable of diſtin- _ 
guiſhing between Truth and Error, are conſequently xx 
eaſily led into Miſtakes, and want that Zeal which 
every Profeſſor of Religion ought to diſcover for 
the Goſpel. This is not only to be imputed to =_ 
Careleſſneſs and Indolence of Hearers, but in fome 
Meaſure to the Corruptneſs, Ignorance, and Negli= 
gence of Miniſters. Moral Preaching 11 became : 
too much the Faſhion of the preſent Ape; an 
Harangue upon ſome Chriſtian Virtue, compoſed 
of well connected Sentences, and the Flouriſhes of 
Rhetorick, is all that is heard from many Pulpits. 
This has been the unhappy Means of introducing his 
Infidelity and Immorality amongft us, as the 


grand Foundation, upon which all true Golpel- 


Holineſs is built, is negie&ted, How neceſſary is it 
therefore my Brethren, that, : as Miniſters of Chriſt, 


We. 


ö', 
we contend ſor the Faith once delivered to the Saints, 
hold faſt that Form of ſound Words we have 
heard, and maintain with a noble Zeal the decli- 
ning Cauſe of our glorious Redeemer, Whilſt 


| ſome have forfaken the Truth as it is in Jeſus, others 


are cold and lukewarm in the Defence of it; by 
which Means the Enemy triumphs, and the beſt of, 
| Cauſes is expoſed to publick Ridicule ; but few 
having the Reſolution to withſtand the Oppoſition 


they meet with, or willing to go under the Dil-. 


grace of Eni bf 4ſts, Antinomians, & c. Names 


Which are invidiouſly given to thoſe that belicve the 


glorious Truths we have this Day heard. 


Whilſt many are treating the Word Myſtery with 
; Contempt, apprehending it beneath the Dignity of 
a rational Creature to believe what he cannot com- 
prehend, and therefore deſpiſe the mylterious 


Truths of Chriſtianity ; let us continue firm in our 


Brlief of them, conſidering that we act a rational 
and becoming Part therein, becauſe we find them 


to be Matter of Revelation. In fine, let us never 


be alhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt; for Experi- 


ence, as well as the Word of God, tells us, that 
khat, and that only, is the Power of God to Salvation 
_ to every one that believeth, It is the greateſt Com- 


fort of ourſely es and our Hearers, in Life, and will 
be their and our only Support when Nature faints, 


and a vaſt Eternity appears in view, Let us behav: 


with a becoming Boldneſs and Intrepidity in our 
Maſter's Service; and may nothing be able to move 


us from the Hope of the Goſpel, ever remembring 


that it is a good Cauſe in which we are embarked, 
and will ſtand by us when Every Thing elſe will 
fail. And may you my dear Brother, to whom 
Bod has committed the Treaſure of the Goſpel, 
faithfully diſpenſe it to th Ba der your Care; | 
may you be cnabled dilig x to watch over that 


Flock you have taken che Charge and Overſight ot. 
Finally , 


bus — Loy 


( 11 ) 
Finally, may you as an Officer in the Church, 
keep yqur Station, face every Enemy with Cou- 
rage and Reſolution, and maintain your Allegiance 
8 your great Maſter. May you and this Church 
walk together in the Fear of the Lord, and in the 
Comforts of the Holy Ghoſt, and be edified. and _ 
multiphed, May the Pleaſure of the Lord proſper 
in your Hands, and a numerous Seed be raiſed up 
under your Miniſtrations to our great Redeemer, 
that you may have many to be your Joy and your 
Crown of Rejoicing in the great Day of the Lord. 
Thus may we all pray, and add to it our joint and . 
| hearty Amen. 
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CoNFESSION of FAITH, Sc. 


8 it is zel tes. that. on this FY 
lemn Occaſion I ſhould deliver a Con- 
feſſion of my Faith; therefore, being 
= conſcious of my own Weakneſs, and 
having my Dependance on the Aids of the Holy 
Spirit to enable me to perſevere, 1 folemnly de- 
care, in the Preſence of God, Angels, and Men, 
that the following Doctrines are the real Senti- 
ments, of my Heart, and what I intend, as the 
Lord ſhall ſpare and aſliſt me, to make che Sub- 
jects of my future Miniftrations, 0 | 


255 Thi Light o of Nature aſſures me, hat te” 
l One, and "One only, Living and True God; 
who is an Infinite, Eternal, and Unchangeable 


Merciful, moſt Juſt, and moſt True; who is the 
only Object of religious Worſhip; of whom, and 
through whom, and to whom are all Things. 
Vhe Necellity of the Exiſtence of ſome firſt Caule, | 
wa wonderful F rame of the Heavens, containing 


1 


Spirit; Inviſible, Omnipreſent, Omniſcient, and 
lncomprehenſible; of unſearchable Wiſdom, bound. 
ls and irreſiſtible Power; of unſpotted Purity, 
and inexhauſtible Goodneſs; moſt Holy, moſt _ 


(6) 


ſo many beautiful Lights, with their regular, con- 
ſtant, and harmonious Motions, and all ſo exceed- 


ing uſeful z the admirable Formation of the Earth 


on which we dwell 3 the Riches and Furniture of 


It; the innumerable Creatures that are around Us, 


and the grand Proviſion that is made for them; 


the curious Contrivance of Man's Body, conſiſting 
of ſo many 


Parts, Joints, and Veſſels, and all 


fitted to SE excellent I)efigns and Uſes ; and el. 
pecially the Soul of Man, endued with ſuch re- 


markable Faculties, as Underſtanding, Reaſon, 


Will, Memory, and Conſcience; all, as with one 


1 Voice proclaim, that there is an Eternal, and moſt 
Perfect Being, that is the firſt Cauſe, and Former, 
e Preſerver of all theſe Things. 


For the indi. 
ſible Things of him from the Creation of the War\1 


are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the Things that 


are made, even his eternal Power and Godhead (1). 


II. But though the Light of Nature, and every 


55 thing around us, declare the Exiſtence of the in- 


5 finitely Perfect God, 


yet for a more full and clear 


EKͤ̃novwledge of what he! is, of what he has done for 
us, in what Manner he is to be worſhipped, and of 


the peculiar Obligations to Duty, we are indebted 


toa Revelation from God: And to this we are en- 
dtely obliged for any Diſcovery of the Operations 


of the Wiſdom, Power, and Grace of God in fa- 
vour of fallen Man; for the. Certainty that he would 


forgive ſinful. Creatures ; and for the Knowledge 


of the Way in which he would accept them. Such 


a Revelation, I believe, God hath, in infinite 


Mercy, granted ; and that it is only to be found 
in the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament. 


8 full and perfect Diſcovery 


III. I believe that the holy Bible contains 
of the revealed Will of 


| God, The Dignity, Spirituality, and Purity of 
the Matter of the i leet ; the 1 7 
Su 


4 i) Bam t 20, 


„ Le 

oubſmity of their Stile; the Harmony of their parts, 

though wrote by different Perſons, at different 

Places, and in different Ages ; the Scope and De- 

ſign of the whole, which is to give all Glory to 

Gd? moreover, the remarkable Prophecies that. 

they contain, Part of which are accompliſhed, and 

Part are fulfilling at this Day, and remain to be 

fulflled; the aſtoniſhing Miracles, by which the _ 

holy Writers confirmed their Divine Miſſion; the =. 

Preſervation of the Scripture to this Day, notwith= | 

ſtanding the Wit and Malice of ſubtle and power- _ 9 

ful Adverſaries have been moſt ſtrenuouſiy em- 9 

ployed againſt it; and the Efficacy ir th had; 

through the Bleſſing of God, upon the Hearts and 

Conſciences of Men, in the Conviction and Con-— 

verſion of Sinners, and in the Comfort and Edifin:!. 

cation of Saints; (theſe Conſiderations) are to me 

convincing Proofs, that the Scripture of the ola 

and New Teſtament is given by Inſpiration of God *, 

that it is not the Fiction, or Contrivance of, not 5 1 

proceeds from the Willof Man; but boly Men of 2 4 r 

abe, as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt +, ©--- © 
IV. I believe, that the Scripture, ſurrounded 


| | with theſe inconteſtable Proofs of it's divine A, 
thority, is to be received and cordially embraced _ = [#1 
by us, as the Rule of our Faith and Pratics, _ vi 
Whatever Doctrine will not bear the Trial of tat 
any Standard, I defire to renounce and — 3 
And whatever Truth it c 4 

welly mentioned in, or by juſt and neceſſary I. 


ſequences deducible from it, however Gſag res 
able it may be to corrupt Nature, [ defire, with EE. 
the utmoſt readineſs, to receive and embrace it; 
remembering thoſe rerrible Words near the Cloſe of * 

| the Canon of Scripture ; I any Man ſboll add unto 
theſe Things, Geg ſha!l 244 unto Him the Plagues 

| oat are written in This Book : Aud if any. Man 


f .D” 5 — 
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hall take away from the Words of the Book of this 

Prophecy, God ſhall take away his Part out of the 

Book of Life, and out of the holy City, and from 
1 the T. hings «hich are written in this Book *, 


After a ſerious, and (I would hope) an impartia 


kumble Search into the Book of God, and ſeeking 


the Aſſiſtance and Direction of the Spirit of God, 


| I receive upon the Authority of Scripture the fol- 

lowing Articles, and deſire that I may experience | 

e Power of them more and more in my own 

Soul. 
N believe, that, kite are 3” Perle in the 
Godhead, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt ; and that theſe Three are one God. 25 

there are diſtinct perſonal Characters and Proper- 

ties applied to each of them, they are with great 

Propriety called Three diſtin& Perſons. And as 

the fame incommunicable Attributes, glorious 

Works, and ſupreme Worſhip are aſcribed to them, | 

I believe, that theſe Three Perſons are one God, 
the ſame in Subſtance, equal | in Power and Glory 
How the One God is diſtinguiſhed into Three 

| Perſons, is an unſearchable Myſtery, But as there 

are many things in Nature, which we cannot fully 

_ underſtand, though we know the Truth of them; 

and as the Eternity, and Immenſity of God are 

_ univerſally believed, though they cannot be com- 

a, prehended by us finite Creatures; ; I ſee no Reaſon 

why the great Doctrine of the Trinity ſhould be 

-.. Fezected, when it is ſo expreſsly contained in the 

Word of God, and is of ſo much Importance in 

the Chriſtian F aith. Therefore, bowing myſelf at 

deute Footſtool of the incomprehenſible. Jehovah, 1 
chearfully aſſent to the Declaration that he has gi- 

ven of himſelf; that here are Three that bear 
Record in Heaven, the Father, the Mora, and the 


£ c ; and —— 7, bree are One f 


* Rey, xxi, . 18, 19. 1 1 John v. - 


149) 


VI. believe, that God doth not only Arekind 

| al Things by an Act of his Underſtanding, but 

that by an Act of his Will he hath fore-ordained, 

for his own Glory, whatſoever comes to paſs in the 

natural and moral World; decreeing to permit the 

Evil, and to accornpliſh the Good: it being te 
Purpoſe of him who worketh all Things after = --: 
Counſel of his own Will * : Vet fo as not to make 

God the Author of Sin on the one hand, or to 

wfringe the Liberty of the Creature on the other. 


Particularly, I believe on the Teſtimony of Scrip- 


ture, that God hath from all Eternity elected ſome 

of the Race of Mankind, in Chriſt their Cove- 
nant-head, to eternal Life, and to Faith and Ho- 

lneſs as the means of it; not on the Account of 

Faith or Works foreſeen, but out of his mere 
good Pleaſure. According as be hath choſen us in 
him before the Foundation of the World, that we 

2 be holy and without blame before him TTT 
| Having predeſtinated us unto the Adoption of A 
aren by Feſus Chriſt to himſelf, according to the "i, FR. 
Pleaſure of his Will T. And with reſpe& to the 

reſt of Mankind that are not the Objects of this 

bleſſed Choice, God hath in adorable Sovereignty, 
whereby he extends or withholds Favour as he 
pleaſeth, paſſed them by, and for their wilful _ 
Tranſgrefſions hath decreed to puniſh them. ht 

if God willing to ſhew his Wrath, and to make his 

Power known, endured with much long ſafferins che 5 


Veſſels of Wrath fitted to Deſtruction I. 


VII. In the Beginning God created all Things = 
out of Nothing by the Word of his Power, and e 
that very good. He ſpake and it was done, be —— 2-8 
manded and. it ford faſt h. The Heavens, win 
all the glorious Inhabitants of the upper World, 
thoſe ſnining Luminaries, the Sun, Moon, and 
5 25 . ä 1 
| 7 8: Eph. ; 1. 11. + * i. 4 1 3 Baut. ie ED 


\ For XXXlii, 9. 
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. the Earth on n which we dwell, with the va- 


riety of Creatures and rich Furniture upon it are 


the Works of God. I is he that fitteth upon th: 
Circle of the Earth, that ſtreteheth cut the Hea- 
vens as a Curtain, and . ſpreadeth them out as 4 
| Tent to dwell in He preſerves the World in 
being, _ upholding all T bing . by the Merd of bis 


EY wer |: And he governs 10 5 Univerſe. The 
Lord hath prepared his Throne in the Heavens, and | 
his Kingdom ruleth over s. His Eyes are in 


every Place, beholding the Evil and the | Godd, 


And his Providence extends not only to his more 
noble Works, but alſo to the moſt minute Parts 
of the Creation. Even the airs of our Head and 


5s the falling Sparrow are obvious. to his Notice and 
| Regard. The Things, which to us are acciden- 


9 are under the Direction of his wiſe Pr ovidence, 


and are ordered for his Glory: So that even an 
Arrow ſhot ont of 4 Bow at a venture: ſhall be 


| under his immediate Direction, and fulfil bs 


= Pur poſe T. 


VIII. A the PRO Works of . "the 


| Scripture. informs us, that God made Man, with 
2 Body of an admirable Structure, fearfully and 
wonderfully made, and curiouſly wrought ; and with 


an immortal Soul, capable of knowing, loving, 
ſerving, and enjoying his Creator. God created 


Man in his own Image}, in a holy and happy State, 
Without any Darkneſs upon his Us derſtanding, 
free from any corrupt Biaſs upon his Will, and 
without any Irregularity in his Affections. The 


Law of God was wrote upon his Heart, and he 


7 had Power to perform it. God gave him Do- 
minion over the Earth, and the innumerable Crea- 
tures around him; fixing him in a delightful Si- 


tuation; and honoured him with his has Pre- 


| fence, 


'$ Lai. xl. 22. ; 4 Heb. i. 3 Phal. eiii. 98 
W Chron. xyiii, 33» ee with ©. 27. 1 Gen. i. 5 


(e.) 


ſence, and Communion with himſelf, - Yet he was 
made a mutable Creature; ſo that there was in him 
a Pofpvility of walkog from his Halineſs and Hap- 5 


f pineſs. 


all have finned |||. 


X. I believe, "I God might, 3 any e 
juſtice, have left all Mankind to feel the diſmal 
Effects of their Fall in Adam, without providing 
1 Remedy, as he ſpared not the Angels that ſinned J. 9 
But, out of his infinite Goodneſs and Mercy, hgͥFe +1 
promiſed ro our firſt Parents a Seed that ſhould 
hn the _—_ Head * and diſcovered to 
. F them . 
om. v. 14. + Gen. ik. 17. t Rom. v. 19. 
| Pa. li. gs. 5 eb. ii. 3˙ Wl Rom. v. 12. 4 2 Pet. ii. 4 


— 


* Gen, iii. 15. 


IX. I believe, chat when God had created Man, 8 
| he entered into a Covenant with him, conſidered, 
not merely as a ſingle Perſon, but as the Head ak 
and Repreſentative of all his Poſterity that ſhould | 
deſcend from him by ordinary Generation, (he be- 
ing in that reſpect the Figure, ar Type, of bim DR 
that was to come :) in which Covenant the Lord 
_ promiſed Adam and his Poſterity with him Life 
upon condition of his perfect Obedience, and threat: 
ned Death in caſe of Diſobedience. As a Trial 
of his Obedience, God forbid him to eat of the _ 
Fruit of a certain Tree in the midſt of the Garden 
of Eden, called the Tree of the Knowledge of Good © 
and Evil F. Therefore, upon his breaking the _ 
Condition of the Covenant, he fell from God, and 
we with him. So that by the Di ſobedience of Adam 
| our Repreſentative, we his natural Deſcendants —_ 
were mage Sinners g: We are ſbapen in Iniquity and iv 
conceived in Sin]; and are by Nature the Children 
of Wrath even as others F. | Theſe awful, hum. _ 
bling Truths the Word of God holds forth; that c 
by one Man Sin entered into the World, and Death \ 
by Sin; and ſo Death paſſed upon all Men, for at FO” 4 


| God the Holy 


im). 


them a Covenant of Grace, into which lie entered 


with Chriſt, and in him with all the Ele& : where- 
in God the Son, as Mediator, was to make Satis- 
faction for the Sins of his People; God the Father 
Vas to ſupport him in. his Undertaking, and give 


him a Seed as the Reward of his Sufferings; and 


upon him our Nature. 


Law, and made it honourable. 
perfect Tranſcript of the holy Law of God. He 


id no Sin, neither was Guile found in his Mouth T. 
By a Life of ſinleſs Obedience, and by his merito- 
lious Sufferings, he performed, as the Surety of 
2g bis People, all that the Law required and Ju- 
 .  ſtice demanded : So that by his Obedience many | ſhall 

T1 be made righteous |: Which perfect Righteouſneſs 
is made over to them by Imputation upon 


their loſing with Chriſt, and thereby takes away 


their 


* Gal. iv. . 


. | 2 1 Tim. K 6 . + rei. ü. 22. 


e Ghoſt was to apply the Benefit 
purchaſed by Chriſt. To this bleſſed Covenant 
all that believe in Teſus can flee, to be delivered 
from the revenging Arm of Juſtice : And from 

hence may be derived unſpeakable Comfort and ; 
Compleat Satisfaction. 
IM. een to. this val een aka 

GG”. the Fulneſs of the Ti ime appointed for his Incarna- 
tion was come, God ſent forth his Son*, to take 
8 In an amazing and my- 
ſterious manner God was manifeſt in the Fleſht. 5 
The Human Nature was united to the Divine in 

tthe Perſon of Chriſt. He was Bone of our Bone, and 
Fleſh of our Fleſh, and in common with us, was 
expoſed to all the Infirmities of Life, Sin only ex- 
= cepted. And thus being both God and Man, he 
was perfectly qualified to be a Mediator berwixt 
the offended Deity and ſinful rebellious Man. 
| „ XII. As Chriſt was made under the Law, ſo 
4 by fulfilling all Righteouſneſs, he magnified the 
His Life was a 
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their Guilt, and entitles them to eternal Life and 


| Glory. 


applied to them. 


XIV. I believe, that all, that are choſen to Sal- 7 
vation, are in God's own Time effeftually called 
by the Holy Spirit, out of a State of Sin, in which 
they were in common with others, to a State of 
Grace. Hereby their Underſtandings are enlighten- 5 
| ed to ſee their Sin, Danger, and Miſery ; — ©; 
Hearts are changed; "their Wills ſubdued ; . and 
their Affections ſpiritualized : they are perſuaded 0 
| and enabled to hate all Sin, to leave it's — 
and to embrace the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as he 8 
offered in the Goſpel. So great and glorious f is 
the Change, that they are nick to be born of be 
Spirit f, and to be new Creatures: old Things are 


paſt away, behold all Things are become new *. 


And all this is effected not by their own Will or 
Might, but by the powerful Energy of the Holy 
Ghoſt. They are ſpiritually born, not of Blood, 
wr of the Will of the Fleſp, nor of the Will of Man, = 


| but of God. 


1 believe, that 1 Fn God hath called. them - . 


be alſo juſtified F, Hereby God of his free Grace. 3 
blolves chem from the Guilt of Sin, and pro- 


ig nl EK Bee nounces 
1 Rom. iv. 265. | e 4. I Luke xxiv. 
1 Heb, ix. 24. 1 c 2 John iii. 6. 1 2 Cor. „ 1. 


— 13. 1 Rom. vüi. 30, 


XIII. I here. that Chriſt Gied as a Sacrifice N 
for the Sins of his People ; that, after his re- 
maining in the State of the Dead for awhile, where 

he ſaw no Corruption, he aroſe for their Juſtii- 
cation &; and having ſhewed bimſelf alive to his 
Diſciples by many infallible Proofs g, he aſcended 
in a triumphant manner into Heaven ig; where he 
ever lives in Glory, to make Interceſſion with God * , 
that all thoſe Benefits, which he purchaſed for his 
People by his Obedience and . might be El 


” 24) 
nounces them righteous, not for any thing in them, 


but for the Righte uſneſs of Chriſt imputed to 
them and received by Faith; being jr/1ified freely 


$5 by the Grace of God through the Redemption that 


= Feſus Chriſt f. This, I appreiiend, is decreed 
from Eternity, and actually paſſes upon them on 


their believing in Chriſt, when 2 new Nature is im- 


— planted, and 0 by the Divine Settlement a new Re- 
lation is produced. 
XVI. Thoſe whom God His jaſtified, TR takes 
into his Family by Adoption, and calls them his | 
| Sons and Daigbters : ſo that they are no more Stran- 
gers and Foreigners, but Fellow Citizens with the 
Saints, and of the Houſbold of God |. He gives 
them the Privileges of Children, and confers ſuch | 
Dignity upon them, that they are called Heirs of £ 


fy Goa and Foint-heirs with Jeſus Chriſt F. 


VXVII. They that are effectually called have a ; 
: Work of Sanfrfication wrought in them by the 


5 - Spirit. For God hath from the beginning chrſen 
„ Salvation through Sanctifcation of the Spirit 
and Belief of the Truth}. Hereby they are re- 


newed in the whole Man after the Image of God. 


and are enabled to put on the new Man, which 


5 after God is created in Righteouſneſs and true Ha. 
| lineſs |. They have the Seeds of all Grace put 


into their Hearts; and they are enabled to mor- 
tify their Corruptions, to die unto Sin, and to riſe 
my Newnefs of Life, making a Progreſs in every 


Chriſtian Grace. The Lord Jeſus gave himſelf for 


tdi Chatch;, not only to deliver it. from the Guilt 
„„ = but to purify unto himſe!f a peculiar People 
zealous of good Mors“; and that he might at laſt 
„ arefend 12 io himfelf a glorions Churco, not - wing 


Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch A 3 but that it 


FORE be holy and without blemiſh Te XVIII. 
7 Rom. iii. 1 Eph. Th . "End: viii. i, 


—— Eph. v. 27. 


V2 Theſ. ü. 12. 'F cad Iv. It ©. T's U. 04s 
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XVIII. Saving Faith is a Grace wrought in the 


Heart by t the mis bly Power of God“; Which in- 


cludes in it, not only an Aﬀeent to all the 3 6 


rations in the Word concerning Chriſt, and 
ricularly that he is the Mc, the Savidur If 


Sinners; but alſo the receiving him in all his Of- 


| fices, as Prophet, Prieft, and King, and a relying 


on him alone for Salvation. Ilereby t the Sinner 
being convinced of his loſt Condition, and the Abi- 
lity that there is in Chriſt, and in. him alone to ſave 
him, builds upon him his Hopes ol Forgiveneſs | 


and Acceptance with God. Such a Soul. defires 


with the Apoſtic to be ſound in Chriſt, not plac- 


ing any Dependan nce upon his oon Righteouſneſs 


which is of: th: Law, but that which is through 
the Faith of . the N which is of i 


od by Faith . 


ES 6 EY, Repentance is a Grace of the Ope- | 
ration of the Holy Spirit; by which the Sinner 
being throughly convinced of the Danger, Vile- 

- ow and Odiouſneſs of his Sins, and apprehend- 
ing the Mercy of God in Chriſt, he grieves be- 
fore the Lord, and abhors his Sins, turns from 
them to God, and renounces every evil way, re- 
ſolving and endeavouring through Divine Grace, 
conſtantly to walk with God in a way of new Qve- 
dience. For the Grace of God teacheth us, that 
denying Ungodlineſs aui worldly Luſts, we ſbruld 85 
ee N | en, and godly, in | this no 


8 2 tt 


TR Good Works, gt no ways meritori- 15 


9, yet are ao genuine Fruits of true Faith, And” 
S de are et for th aſe TLings the Mini- 


ws Of © Chen to Hin ¹ cane. that they 


which have "ORE ed in Grid, migtt be carefu. to main. 
ig good Works i 8 10 being performed | 121 5 8 
| „ | x E. 5 7 | | G 10 Ay Eo 


* pb. . + Phil-iii. of | 1 T. t. 1. 12 
C1 Lit, ui, . | ö | 
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0 ience to God's Command, his” are very uſeful. 
For (to uſe the Words of the venerable Aſſem- : 
\ bly, in which I heartily agree) by them Believers 
manifeſt their Thankfulneſs, ſtrengthen their Aſſu- 
rane, edify their Brethren, aden the Profeſſuon of 
1 Goſpel, ſtop the Mouths of the Adverſaries, and 
glor-ify God, whoſe Workmanſhip they are, created 


-:: =" 8 Core Jeſus thereunto; that having their Fruit 


Lit. 


unto Holin . they. may bave the end eternal © 


Ws 5 believe, that all that: are e oftified by the 
-"Gracs of God, and ſanctified by the Spirit, hal! 
be kept by the Power of God through Faith unto 
Salvation. As Perſeverance is the Duty, ſo it 


is the Privilege of the Saints. Though Satan, the 


World, and corrupt Nature oppoſe the ſpiritual 


Principle, ſo that ſometimes the People of God 


fill into Sin: yet, as they were loved with the 


5 ſpecial Love of the unchangeable God; as they 
Are united to Chriſt by Faith; and have the anoint- 


EY” ing of the Spirit, and the Seed of God remaining 


in them +; and as they are taken into that Cove- 


nant, which is ſtiled Ever!ofting t ; I believe, that 
none that have received ſaving Grace, ſhall fall fi- 
_ nally ; being confident * hg very thing, that be 


_ which hath begun a good Work in you, will per- 

| form it until tue Day of Jeſus Chriſt |. The Lord 
Jeſus will not loſe the numerous Seed, that are 
the Fruit of his Death; but will give unto them © 
eternal Life; having promiſed, that hey ſoall. ne- 


_* ; 6 Hands 8 


ver periſh, neither hall any Fe: them out 8 bis - 


XXII. True Believers, from a Pi of Sine: = 


tt fication | in their Souls, from the Aſſiſtance the 
pPhpirit gives them to ena bie them to diſcern in them EY 
PE cly es thoſe Graces to Wh ich ch le Promites of I, ile 


F Ake 


i Por. . 5. 1 John at. 9. with Eng: 


md 


1 
On leb. X11. 20. ae | Phil. + * | = Jo hin” * 2895 


* 
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are made, and from the Teſtimony that he bone 
times gives to their Spirits, that they are the Chil- 


| dren of God,*, may know, that they have paſſed _ 


from Death to Liſe t, and be infallibly aſſured of 
their Salvation. Yet I cannot by any Means think, 
that Aſſurance is eſſential to a Believer; as God's 


dear Children have complained of the Hidings of 
his Face, and a great Store of Goſpel- A 
treaſured up for the Support and Comfort of doubt- 


ing Saints; and as it is ſaid, In whom alſo after 


that ye believed, 855 were ſealed with the holy it 


- of PromiſeF. 


XXIII. All that profeſs Pei in Chriſt, and 
walk accordingly, wherever they are diſperſed = 

| thro? the World, are, I apprehend, the Viſible 

Church, who have Chriſt alone for their Head and 

Lawgiver, The Father gave him to be the Head 1 

over all Things to the Church ij. He alone is Lord 

| of the Conſcience z and all others that aſſume this 

: Authority, are Uſurpers i in Chriſt's ne King- N 


Word. 


XXV. Chriſt hath, by himſelf or his Apoſties, „ 
appointed Paſtors, or Biſhops, for the Spiritual, and _ 


| Deacons for the temporal Affairs of the Church +, 


The Paſtors are for 1 — o 7. the Saints, 
; fer : 


ben. viii. 16. 11 John i ili. 14. $ Eph. i 1.13. lern. 
+ Acts vi. 3. . N 


2 * — — — * — 
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XXIV. 8 particular Chutch is a Society of... 

5 Chriſtians; uniting together, to walk in all the Or- 
dinances of the Lord, to ſtrengthen each other's 
Hands, to bear one another's Burdens, and to pro- 
mote mutually their Spiritual Welfare. And thele 
have Liberty to chuſe their own Officers, to admit 
Members that are duly qualified into their Com- 
munion, to admoniſh in it, and exclude from it 

| thoſe that walk unworthily; bein. g herein to ob; 
ſerve the Rules that Chriſt has given them in his e 


—— 
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71 the Work of the Min iftry, far: the ain of 
the Body of Chriſt*. They are to preach the Word, 
to guide the People over whom the Lord places : 

them, in the Name and Fear of God, endeavour- 
ing to build them up in Faith, Hale, and Joy, 
and to adminiſter the two Sacraments, Baptiſm and | 
the Lord's Supper and they are to continue ſuc- g 

f ceſſively to the End of the World $. 

? XXVI. Baptiſm is an G ite by 
Chriſt; wherein the waſbing with Water in the 
Name of the Father, and the Son, and the Iloly 
O Gh#}t, doth ſignify the Remiſſion of Sins by the 
| Blood of Chriſt, and the Renovation of our Na- 
_ tures by the Holy Spirit. Hereby we are ſolemnly 


0 admitted into the Viſible Church, being All bap- 
5 tied into One B- dy, and are laid under Engage- 0! 
maaents to be the . This Sacrament, I be- 
live, is to be adminiſtered to thoſe that profeſs J 
their Faith in Chriſt; and alſo to their Infant- Seed; MI V 
as the Privileges under the New Teſtament are as t] 
_ extenfive as thoſe under the Old; and as it is ex- in 
. 8 ſaid, 1. be Promiſe is unto deu, and to Jour tl 
IR” 0 E 
WM . The Lord's Pong is a . . 
1 inſtituted by Chriſt for Believers to commemorate g1 


„ the-Love- of their Dying Lord, who hath ſaid, ge 
This do in Remembrance of me, The Breaking of 


of the Bread repreſents Jeſus Chriſt wounded and m 
cCrucified for Sin: The Pouring out of the Wine tit 
repreſents Chriſt's Blood ſhed upon the Croſs : By U 
receiving the Bread and Wine according to Chriſt's pe 


„ Appointment, Chriſtians, thro? Faith, feed ſpi- C. 
litually upon his Body and Blood; their Faith and Se 


Other Graces: are increaſed z their Communion with D. 
one another is ſtrengthned; they teſtify, and re- ou 
new their T hankfulo-fs, and ee bind them. 


ſelves 


n f Mat mi. 2. oF a i. 39 
+ Jak e, OO, 
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ſelves afreſh, to live to the Praiſe of their dear Re- 
decmer. 


XXVII. 1 believe, chat it is appointed unto 


Men once to die ||. At Death the Body moulders 


into its primitive Duſt, and thus will continue till 


the Morning of the Reſurrection. But the Spirit 
relurns unto God who gave it F, to receive the Sen- 
tence of Approbation or Condemnation. And ac- 
cordingly the Souls of Believers do immediately 8 
pals 1 into Glory, and are received into the Paradiſe _ 
of God; but the Souls of the Wicked are thruſt - 
down into Regions of Darkneſs, to endure eternal 5 


Miſery. 


hath appointed a Day, that is at preſent known 


only to himſelf, but will certainly end ſhortly take 
| Place, in the which he will judge the World in 


Riebteouſneſs,by that Manwhom he hath ordained &. 


When that delightful, dreadful Day dach 3 
the Sun ſhall be turned into Darkneſs, and the Mon 


into Blood *. The Stars ſhall fall from Heaven; 


the Powers of Heaven ſhall be ſhaken Þ, and the 
Elements ſhall melt with fervent Heath. The Lord 
Jeſus ſhall deſcend in the Clouds with Power and 
great Glory * $, ſurrounded with all his holy An- _ 
gels, The mighty Judge ſhall /t upon the Throue 


of his Glory **, to call the whole World to Judg- 


ment. In order hereto, there ſha'l be a Refirere- 5. 

tion of the Dead, both of the Juſt and the Unjuft ij 
Upon the Archangel's tounding the ſolemn Trum- _ 
per, the Voice thereof ſhall penetrate the Gar 
Caverns of the Earth, and the deep Reccſſes of the _ 
Sea, and ſhall be heard: in all the Regions ot he 


Dead. The innumerable Race of Adam ſhall ſtart 


out © of their Graves ; ; and every Spirit ſhall be re- 
55 8 e een 
1 Heb ix. 27. 6 Feel. xii. I Acts xvii. 31. Joel 


+ Mat. xxiv. 29. % 2 . i 10. Mat. xxiv. * 
5 * Mar, xxv. 31. . Acts xxiy. 8 | | 


XXIX. The Scripture aſſures Us. that God 5 


»Þ) 


5 and to its own proper Body. All this val loft 
 _ ſhall then preſent themſelves before their Judge 


| T be Books ſhall be opened, and the Dead ſhall be 


5 judged out of thrſe Things which are written in thi 


Books according to their Works J. The final Sen- 


| rence ſhall then be pronounced: To the Righteous 


on the Right-Hand ſhall proceed from the Savi- 
our's Lips thoſe joyful Words, Come ye bleſſed of 


my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for ycu 
fra the Voundation of the World *, But the 


Wicked on the Leſt-Hand ſhall be forced to hear 


thoſe Words, infinitely more terrible than Thun- 


der, Depart from me ye curſed into everlaſting Fire, 
prepared for the Devil and his Ange 58. Upon 
the pronouncing this irreverſible Sentence, the 
W icked ſhall be immediately driven from the Pre- 
ſence of the Lord into endleſs Miſery : But the 
| Righteous ſhall return in Triumph with their Sa— 
viour, to receive their eternal Crown of Glory, 


„ and to be put in full Poſſeſſion of the Inheritance, 


_ which is incorruptible, undefiled, and al Fadeib 
not away. 


Te Things I dene G hulp-my Us: 


belief) defiring to live them as a Chriſtian, and 
preach them as a Miniſter of Chriſt ; and requeſt 


9 Charge the ſolemn Work with all F aithfulneſs, 


the Prayers of this Aſſembly, that I may di- 


: Rev. xx. 12. * Mat. v. 34. Na. XXV, 42. 
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Jon. HN xxi. 17. 


fle ſaith » unto him the third Time, Simon Fon f | 
Jonas, lovaſt thou me? Peter was grieved, be- 
cauſe be ſaid unto him the third Time, Loveſt 
thou me? And be ſaid unto bim, Lord, thu _ 
 tnoweſt all Things ;; thou knoweſt that 1 love lle. e 


ee faith unto is: Feed * Sheep. 


bis appearing to his Diſciples, between 


Ask are the Words of Chriſt to hs 
BY oo ment Peter, at the third Time of 


— his Reſurrection and Aſcenſion. Sad 
were the Circumſtances of parting between n 
and this Apoſtle. Peter had denied his Maſtes > ; 
and that with Oaths and Curſes ; and Chriſt knew — 
what Peter had been doing, as he had made him 
ſenlible by the heart - piereing Look which he gave 

19 — when he had not a proper Opportunity of 
freaking to him. Doubtleſs both Peter hiMAſelf, 
and the relt of the Apoſtles, had been expecting, 

that Chriſt would take ſome Notice of what hal 
paſſed, and perhaps might wonder that he met them 

one Time after another and ſaid nothing concern? 


ing it: yea, it way ſcem ſtrange that Peter did not x 


* 
—— Ae A * — 1 FR. 2 
rr 


himſelf go and make Confeſſion to Chriſt, It is 
_ poſſible the Event of Chriſt's Reſurrection being 
a new and unexpected Thing, had ſo filled them 


with Aſtoniſhment, that they were ſcarce in any 


ſuitable Compoſure of Mind, or knew what Sen- 


| kept him back, ſurely it muſt be great Kindneſs 


and Grace in Chriſt, both that he forbore ſpeaking | 
fo long, and that when he did ſpeak, it was with | 


ſo much Gentleneſs. Indeed if Peter had con- 


tinued in a Denial of Chriſt, or had diſcovered no 


ſuitable Remorſe for what he had done, we may 


well ſuppoſe that Chriſt would, for his own Ho- 
nmour's Sake, and for a Warning to the reſt of the 
Diſciples, have given him ſome ſharper Language; 


but he knew his ſincere Repentance for his Fault, 


and the Diſciples, it is moſt likely, had been Wit- 
naieſſes to the Bitterneſs of his Sorrow; and there- 
fore, Chriſt only aſks him, Loveſt thou me? gi- 


ving him hereby an Opportunity of declaring afreſh 


| his Love to him. This Queſtion Chriſt three 


Times repeats, according to the Number of Times 


that Peter had denied him. It is very probable 
that Chriſt putting this Queſtion the third Time, 

brought Peter's threefold Denial cloſe upon his 

Conſcience; for it is ſaid, Peter was grieved be- 


Muſe be ſaid unto bim the third Time, loveſt thou 


- me? He was grieved that he ſhould give ſo ſad 
| and abundant Occaſion, both for ſuch a Queſtion, 


and ſuch a Repetition. All theſe Queſtions Peter 
anſwers in the Affirmative, with a ſolemn Appeal 


to Chriſt, as God omniſcient for the Truth and 
Sincerity of his Love. But then — if Chriſt thre? 
Times queſtions Peter as to his Love towards him- 
ſelf, he alſo three Times confirms him in his Office 
of Apoſtleſhip; which muſt needs conduce greatly 
both to Peter's own Satisfaction, and the Satisfac- 


tion of others concerning him; for without ſome 
1 80 i „„ en 
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ſuch Confirmation, might not a doubt eaſily ariſe, 


both in his own Breaſt, and in the Thoughts of 


others concerning him, whether he were fit to be 


a Preacher of Chriſt, and a Builder up of his King- 
dom? and whether he would be owned by Chriſt 
as ſuch, who had ſo ſinfully and ſhamefully de- 
nied him? Now the Ground of all ſuch Doubt 
was effectually removed, by this clear and repeated 
Eſtabliſhnlent in his Office, by Chriſt himſelf ;_ 


and it might be for this Reaſon, among others, 


that Chriſt choſe to ſpeak to Peter about this 
Matter, in the Preſence of the reſt of the Diſci- 

ples, rather than alone. Jeſus ſaith unto him, 

Feed my Sheep. Who are meant by Chriſt's Sheep, 

and how they are to be known, we may learn from 

Chriſt's own Words, Fobn x. 27. My Sheep hear my — 
Voice, and I know them, and they follow me. Thiele  _ 
are to be fed by diſpenſing Chriſt's Word and Or- 


dinances to them. 


The Text being thus explained, many Obler- | 
vations might be raiſed from it for general Ule : 
as for Inſtance, that our Love to Chriſt, is a 
Matter frequently and ſeriouſly to be enquired 
into, and more eſpecially by thoſe, who, through 
their Falls and Miſcarriages, have given more 


than ordinary Occaſion for its being queſtioned, 


both by themſelves and others —— That Chriſt 
muſt ſometimes ſpeak once, twice, yea, and a 
third Time, before our Souls are brought into a 
ſuitable Frame —— That a true Chriſtian muſt not 


be ſatisfied, that he paſs among Men for a Lover 
of Chriſt, but he muſt be able to appeal to the 
| great Searcher of Hearts, for the Truth and Sin 
cerity of his Love. Finally, that ſeeing Searching 

of Hearts was in the Old Teſtament, ever ſpoken 
of as the Prerogative of the only true God, we may 
conclude, that the Apoſtle Peter was fully per- 
ſuaded of Chriſt's true and proper Godhead, hen 
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he thiis addreſſes him, Lord, thou Enoweſt all T 2 gs, 


But there are #wo Obſervations yet remaining, 


which are more ſuitable to the Occaſion of our | 


_ preſent Meeting; which therefore I chuſe to inſiſt 


5 5 en as Time Will permit. 


Firſt, That it is a principal and necefury Qua- 


© Iification of one that is to preach Chriſt to others, 


that he be a Lover of Chriſt himſelf : Loveſt thuy 
me? Feed my Sheep ;, intimating, that none but 


es ſuch as truly love Chriſt are fit for that Office, 
Secondly, If the Minifters of Chriſt would ſhow 


bg their Love to him as Miniſters, it muſt be by di- 
gent Attendance to this Work of feeding his 
Sheep. Loveſt thou me? Feed my Sheep. g. d. 


Wouldſt thou give a Proof and Diſcovery of thy 
1 Love to me, let! it be * feeding my SIP. 


5 Dod. 1 17. "Ir is a principal and neceſſary Quali 
. eee of one that is to preach Chriſt to others, 


2 that he be a Lover of Chriſt himſelf. 


Before I come to ſpeak to this DoArine; 1 


1 ſhall beg leave to dad wo Things to 1 


ä Miſtakes. 8 55 
1. Though Love to Chriſt be a neceſſary Qua- 


: lic ation tor preaching him, yet it is not the only 


For beſides that, there muſt be a good de- 
_ free of Knowledge in all the principal | Points of 
Religion, more than what is ſufficient for a common 


Chriſtian; and there muſt be Aptneſs to teach, and 


Gifts to help others in Prayer, &c, and there 
muſt be alſo an external Call, by which it may ap- 


 _- that we do not run before we are ſent; that 
Vwe do not lead Providence (as it were) but hum- 


- bly follow it. Chritt is here ſpeaking. to one that 
e be had before ſent forth to the Work of the Mi 
3 niſtry. 5 
2. When I ay that Love to Chiiſt is a necel. 


5 ſary Qualification 1 ina Mini ſer, 1 do not mea! 
that 


U. 


(37) 


5 chat it is Belurely neceffary in order to render 0 

his Miniſtrations effectual, or that they may be ac- 

companied with a divine Bleſſing to thoſe who at- 

tend upon them; for it is, I think, univerſally 

granted, that Gov hath ſometimes bleſſed the Mi- 9 

niſtrations of ſuch as have not been true Lovers + 

of Chriſt themſelves to the ſpiritual Benefit of thoſfſe 

Who have fat under their M. niſtry; it is Warrant 

enough for the People to look for the Bleſſing of 

God upon the Labours of their Miniſter, if there 

be nothing outwardly appearing, either in his En- 

trance into, or Diſcharge of the Work and Office 

of the Miniſtry, but what is conſiſtent with the 

Rules and Directions of the Word of God. When 

therefore I call Love to Chriſt a neceſſary Qualifi- 

cation in a Miniſter, I mean that it is neceſſarx 

to the right and comfortable Diſcharge of his . 

in reſpect of himſelf, and alſo to make him Hoe 

and acceptable Min ſter in the Sight of God: And 

I may add, for the moſt part of his ROE © too. 

— But of this more hereafter. 
Theſe Things being premiſed, I come more 

immediately to ſpeak to the Doctrine obſerved. - 


And 1 in ſpeaking to it, 1 would 


os Offer ſome Things concerning true and right 
Love to Chriſt in general. „ 
II. Show on What Account Love to Chriſt is fo 1 
recdful ina Miniſter of the * | 


4 Kegel at ſame Things concerning - true e and 
right Love to Chriſt in general. And that I may 
obſerve ſome Method herein, 1 ſhall ſpeak. 255 5 
thing, 1 Concerning the Objcct of this Love. 
dn Kinds of it. 3. The Properties of it. i 
Concerning the Object loved, I would ob- 
true, THE 3 it muſt be a known Chriſt, and a an en- 


tre Chriſt. 


2 ä ˙— rr we et ts 
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<< It mut be a 1 Chriſt, There are ſome 
ignorant Perſons that pretend great Love to Chriſt, 
and yet know little or nothing who, or what Chriſt 
is; and where, to this Ignorance is added delud- 
ing Enthuſiaſm, there may be joined to ſuch Pro- 
| feſſion of Love, even Extaſies and Raptures, and 
all without being able to give any tolerable Ac- 
count of what the Scripture makes known con- 
cerning him: True Love to Chriſt muſt be found- | 
cd in Knowledge. There muſt be ſome ſpecula- 
tive or notional Knowledge, though that of it's 
ſelf, even in the higheſt degree, is far from being 
ſufficient; for there muſt be alſo an inward and 
experimental Knowledge; there muſt be a Know- 
ledge of Chriſt by t the Revelation of the Spirit, 
. Epbeſ. i 1. 17. there muſt be a knowing Chriſt, ſo 
zs to eſteem and love him, to account all Things 3 
as Dreſs and Dang in Compariſon of him, ſo as 
co diſpoſe us to give ourſelves into his Hands 
zs our only Saviour and Lord. It is ſuch a Know- 
ledge, that every true Chriſtian hath, and conſe- 
quently every taithful Miniſter likewiſe z but who- 
ever hath it, never attained to it by Reading and 
Study; for it is the immediate Work of the Spirit 
of God, and proceeds from his free Grace and 
1 everlaſting Love. Gal. i. 15, 16, But when it 
„ Cod, who ſeparated me from my Mothers 
Momb, and called me by his Grace, to reveal bis 
Son in me, that I might preach him among tht 
e Heathen, — [ 3 not with Bp and 
5 Blood. 


2.) It muſt be an entire Chriſt, Chriſt in his 


„ Shots Perſon, God as well as Man; ; to divide 
Chriſt is to deſtroy him; to pretend Love to Chriſt, 
and at the ſame time to rob him of his greateſt 

| Glories, doth not appear conſiſtent. Chriſt in his 
| whole Perſon, muſt be the Object of our Love; 
and ſo muſt ns in all his — both as Our 
; Prophet, 
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Ptophet, Prieſt and King; Chriſt with his Righ- 
teouſneſs, with his Laws, and with his People (who wy 
| are his myſtical Body) and with his Cross. 
2. I would ſay ſomething concerning the Kinds : 
of Love to Chriſt, viz. 'Habitual and Actual. By 
habitual Love to Chriſt is meant, when a Princi- 1 
ple of Love is ſo wrought in the Heart by the Spirit 

of God, as that there is an Ability and Readineſs 
to exerciſe it on proper Occaſions. Thus a Man 
may be ſaid to have Reaſon habitually even when 
| aſleep, becauſe he hath Power and Ability when 

awake to uſe and exerciſe it. Anal Love is when 

the inward Habit is brought forth into Act and 
Exerciſe; when from the Meditation of what Chriſt 

is in himſelf, or hath been to us, we feel out. 
Hearts and Affections drawn forth towards him 
Now, though ſuch as have not for the. preſent this 1 
actual Love of Chriſt, or Love to him in imme- 
diate and ſenſible Exerciſe, ſnould not however 
merely for this reaſon conclude, they have it 1 

in the Root or Habit; yet it ſhould be the Care 

and Concern of every true Chriſtian, and of every 
Miniſter of the Goſpel more particularly, to have 

the one as well as the other. It remains that ſome- : 


thing be ſaid, 


3. Suden the Properties 87 true Tote: . 
Chriſt. True Love to Chriſt is Vncere; is ohren 
Words and Profeſſion only; it hath its Seat in 
the Heart, and hath a proper Influence on the 
Life and Actions. Again, it is ſuperlative , it ſu f 
fers no created thing to ſtand in Competition with 
him; He that loveth Father, Mother, GC. or even. 
bis Oy Life more than me, faith. Chriſt, is not — 
worthy of me. Matt. x. 37. And to mention no 
more, it muſt be conflant ; whom Chriſt loves Be 
loves to the End; and they that truly love uit 1 
will oye bim to the End allo, 
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At. 1 to ſhow on what Account t true 
| Love to Chriſt is ſo neceſſary in a Miniſter of the 


Goſpel ; let be firſt obſerved, that I am not here 


to ſneak. of the Neceſſity of Love to Chriſt, to 
the carrying on a Work of Grace in his own ut. 
as a Chriſtian, but only in Reſpect of his Character 
and Office as a Miniſter. The Neceſſity then of 
true 8 to Chriſt in a Miniſter of the Goſpel, 
as ſuch, I ſhall endeavour to make appear under 
the 210. following Heads, which have been before 
| hinted. . 1. It is neceſſary m order to the right 
and comfortable Diſcharge. of his Duty, in reſpe& 
of himſelf. 2. It is ESSAY: | in order to his be- 
ing accepted of God. 4 
I. True Love to Chriſt is . "LAG in a Mi. 
nniſter of the Goſpel, in order to the Diſcharge 
e Duty 1 in a right and comfortable manner as 
to. himſelf. This will ſufficiently appear in the 
following Particulars 3 wherein will be ſhown the 
great Ulefulneſs of the true Love of Chriſt to : 
7 95 Miniſter Rod ſuch ) AS) A Grace in He Hagd of te 
5 Pirit. 


1.) It is oben Spring of ARion or firſt mor- 


= fog Principle; there are mauy other Things that 
mama) ſet a Miniſter's Head and his Hands at Work, 
but Love to Chriſt will ſet his Heart on Work; 
And. unleſs a Miniſter's Heart be engaged in hat 
be does, it is all as nothing in the Sight of God. 
And then — as Love to Chriſt is a Spring of 
Action, ſo it is a conſtant one; other Motives may 
Thange and loſe their Force and Fower, but where 
5 this is, it will abide. 19 


21) It is a uſeful Guide in many doubtful Caſes, 


E PE principal Guide indeed is the Word of God; 
and to ſet up Love to Chriſt on a level with this, 
is no better than Enthuſiaſm, and may lead us 
into a thouſand Errors What J mean, is no more 


than this, that in many Caſes which may karger 
F 


T4}: 


where-we cannot eaſily get clear "Marat 
from che Word, true Love to Chriſt in its due 
Exercile, may be of great uſe to direct and eſta- 


bliſh us in a right Courſe, It will take away the 


Force of many Prejudices that might otherwiſe hin- 


der the Clearneſs of our Sight, and as it-were caſt 
a Miſt before our Eyes. But this My lead u us to 


a third Particular. . 
3.) It is a good Antidote canal. many power- 3 


ful Temptations ; I mall take WOT to inſtance - 


in ſame: 
And the firſt Ta I N 1 in, - 
is the Temptation to Pride. The Applauſe of 


Men is apt to have a great and undue Influence; 
this is that which tempts ſome to turn off from 
the Simplicity of the Goſpel to Words of Man's 
Wiſdom ; becauſe nothing is admired by the moſt, 

or at leaſt by the greatelt of thoſe to whom they 
preach, but what is deduced from Reaſon as its 


Original, or at leaſt tried by that as the Standard; 
but Love to Chriſt will guard againſt ſuch a Temp- 3 
tation, and direct to a contrary - Courſe, as the 


Apoſtle Paul found by Experience, wk ton. - 


And I Brethren, when I came to you, came not with 
Excellency of Speech, or of Wiſdom, declaring unto 
you the Teftimony of God; for 1 determined not to 
know any thing among You, ſave Feſus Chriſt, and 
bin crucified, But then —— as there are ſome 
Hearers that are all for Reaſon, or what is falſly 


ſo called, ſo there are others, through Mercy,  _ 
that are for hearing of Chriſt ; and Nen a Mini-. : © i 
iter ſeeks Applauſe from ſich, he will be mach | 
in preaching him; but in this Caſe, Self is at the _ 


Bottom of all, and ſo long as a Miniſter gets the 


Eſteem and good Word of his Hearers, his Con- 


cern is at an End. Phil. i. 15. Some indeed preach 
Chriſt even of Envy and Strife, Ver. 16. The one 


preach Chaiſe of Contention 3 they contend Who 
G fy 


ſhall 


= 1:46) 
| ſhall be moſt admired and followed; but Love 
to Chriſt will deliver in this Caſe likewiſe from the 

Snare of Pride. We read 1 Cor. iii. 4. that ſome 
were for Cephas, or Peter, ſyme for . and 
ſome for Paul; but mark how careful the Apoſtle 
is, that the Honour and Praiſe ſhould all be borne 
away from himſelf and his Brethren to Chriſt, Ver, 
5. Who then is Paul, and who is A pollos, but Mi. 
niſters by whom ye believe, even as the Lord gave 
to every Man? If Miniſters have true Love to 
Chriſt, and in due Exerciſe, it will give them 
a comparatively little Satisfaction, that their Hearers 
_ praiſe them; but their Delight will be when they | 
praiſe Chriſt, and that both "with their Lips and 
Lives. It is highly uſeful, and wel} worth a Mi- 
niſter's Pains to cultivate the Love of Chriſt in h 

Soul, were it only to guard him againſt this Temp. ; 
tation; as we fhall be ſenſible, if we conſider how ! 

Vile and Joathſome a thing Pride is in the 9a 7 

"8 V of God. . | 

bo 323233 ee Temgeaton. I bud a Notice of , 


3 mall be the Temptation to Covetouſneſs; Dem: 

SO bath forſoken me, ſaith St. Paul, having loved th: c 
%ůõCᷣ , World. But let Love to Chriſt be i in proper WW p 
[ill —F 8 earthly Things will be comparative- W ( 
—_ ly little efteemed ; let our Hearts be ſer on ples 2 
| ſing Chriſt, who hath called us to be Soldiers, and þ 

| it will be a great help to keep us from being 11. ;; 
tangled with the Affairs of this preſent Life, erde G 
as to our Hands or Hearts. 2 
A third Temptation I would obſerve, i is ; the * 
1 Temptation to Men- pleaſing, or an undue pri-M an 
zing their Favour, and fearing their Diſpleaſur, H M 

. which may lead to the Neglect of the faithful Di vi 
charge of our Duty, both to Chriſt and them; 

N but Love to him will greatly take off the Force 
of this Temptation: we ſhall think with ourſelve 

T thus; are we ene to picnte nd out of Re 

—— . 0 
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Regard we have to them? and have we not a 
greater Regard to Jeſus Chriſt ? And doth not he 
deſerve to be pleaſed by us? Is it not better to diſ- 
pleaſe Men, than by pleaſing them, to diſpleaſe 
Chriſt ? Hath not he deſerved more at our Hands, 
infinitely more than any Man upon Earth can poſ- 


to be remembered herein, that wherever it is our 
Duty to diſpleaſe Men by pleaſing Chriſt, it is 
_ it would be more for their Hurt than their 
Good, that we ſhould pleaſe them. The Apoſtle. 
Paul was an Example unto us, in this Caſe too, 
as well as in the foregoing : For do I now cap? 
Men or Cod? Or do I ſeek to pleaſe Men? For if 


* Gal. 1. 10. 


Db the Temptation to Anger, Frowardneſs, and 


fibly do? And there is this further Conſideration 


1 yet Pleaſed Men, 1 fhould not be the Servant „ es 


A fourth Temptation I would make mention of, 5 


LFerſonal Reſentments. When any of our Hearers 5 
© W may carry it in our Opinion. or even in reality, 
Ef difepettully to us, there is ofteatimes a ſtrong 


of W Tempration to lay aſide true Love and hearty Con- 


10: WF cern for them, and to behave towards them with - 
his Contempt or Severity; but /ͤ » 74 
pet WM powerful Guard againſt this Temptation likewiſe: | 


* Of which again the Apoſtle Paul is an inſtance, 


font fer you, though the more abundantly I love you, 


Galatians, we read, that they counted bim their 
Ben, becauſe be told them the Truth; bur ſuch 
te was his Love to Chriſt, that he overlooked all, 
Pi" and retained a true Aﬀection for them, if by any 
ſure, I Means he might regain them to his Lord and Sa- 


ig viour. My Tittle Children, of whom I travail in 
em Birth _ until e be e formed in yo ” Gal. 
* OCT Iv, 19. By 


5G oe _ ; The 


2 Cor. xii. 15. And I will very gladly ſpend and be 
the leſs I be loved. And in the Epiſtle to the 


| (44) 3 
The Ffib, and laſt Temptation I ſhall inſfarice ; in 


is, the Temptation to Formality and Cuſtomarineſs, 
in religious Exerciſes. We are ſo much engaged 
in reading and ſtudying the Word of God, in 
Prayer with others, Fc. that we are apt to grow 

more dead and indifferent towards fuch Employ. 

ments; and there is ſomething even in our Natures 
2s Men, that leads to this. For as on the one Hand, 
Novelty in any thing much affects us; fo the long 
Uſe of it makes us more dead towards it; and a 


wicked Heart, and our conſtant Enemy the Devil, 


will zom in with Nature in this Caſe. But the 
Love of Chriſt kept warm in the Soul, will migh- 
tily guard againſt this Temptation; it will give 
Life to our private Meditations and publick Per- 
 formances ; we ſhall ſeck for, and deſire Commu. 
nion with chat Jeſus whom we love, as well as. 
lead others in che Duties of Worſhip, as bur Place 
requires of us. Here I ſhall beg leave to recite : 
Paſſage from a Sermon of Mr. T raiPs, in the 
Morning Exerciſes, on the Queſtion, ** Flow may 


„ Miniſter beſt win Souls ? Take heed unto thy. 


«6 ſelf, faith he, that thou be a lively, thriving 
«46 Chriſtian; ; ſee that all thy Religion run not in 
c the Channel of thine Employment. It is found 

by Experience, that as it fares with a Miniſte: 
in the K 
„Work of God in his Soul, ſo doth it fare wit! 
his Mivriſtry, both in its Vigour and Effech. 
A carnal Frame, a dead Heart, and a lool: 
Walk, make cold and unprofitable Preaching, 
« And how common is it for Miniſters to neglect 
their own Vineyard? When we read the Word, 
« we read it as Miniſters; to know what we ſhoul 
e zeach, rather than what we ſhould learn as Chri 
oF fais, Unleſs there be great Heed taken, i 
will be found, that our Miniſtry and Labou! 
08 therein mn. cat aut the Tale of our Chriſtianity; 


rame of his Heart, and thriving of the 


C Hol 
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not chat there is any Diſcord betwixt them, but 
« rather a friendly Harmony, when each hath 


% meditates, that he may excite his Grace, and 
« Miniſters too often meditate only to encreaſe 
« their Gifts, When we preach, the ſincere 
« Hearer drinks in the Word, and it may be, we 


« how hard is it to be a Miniſter and a Chriſtian, 
« in ſome of theſe Acts! We are ſtill converſant 
« about the Things of God; it is our Study all 

„the Week long: This is our great Advantage; 
but take Heed to thyſelf, leſt ordinary Medling 
with divine Things, bring on an ordinary and 
. < indifferent Impreſſion of then; and then, their 

. © Fruit to thee, and thy Benefit by them, are A- 
43 10 moſt gone, and hardly recovered.” “? 


« it's Place and Reſpect. The honeſt Believer 5 


« ſeldom mix Faith with it, to grow thereby. 0 


„% True Love to Chriſt, is a good Profiqvatine — 


Y from many dangerous Errors. As for Inſtance, 


e One dangerous Error, which the Love of Chiiſt _ 
1a) will help to keep us from falling into, is the Er- 


1y- MW ror of denying his true and proper Godhead It 


rig 

13 as: tO what we are to believe concerning Chriſt; 

und W but true Love, to him, will put us upon ſeeking ”— 
ter after, and rejoicing in the greateſt, and moſt ho 
the WM nourable Teſtimonies concerning him, and not 
with upon endeavouring to ſink or leſſen them. 
es, Another dangerous Error, which true Love 10 


00d 


Chriſt will help to keep us from is, the denying 


ung. 

ole: proper Godhead, ſuppoſing him to be really pſ. 
Ford, {efled: of it. An Error this, which though Goa 
100d more ſpecious and - harmleſs Appearance, yet is 
Chi: no leſs diſhonourable to Chriſt than the former. If 

en, i we have true Love to Chriſt in due Exeraſe, we 

about fall be "ry far from thinking it a Matter of ſmall 


nity 3 333 15 Im- 
(> nd; | | e 8 . | 


is true indeed, we muſt go by Scriprure- Evidence, 5 


the Importance of the Belief of Chriſt's true and . 
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[mportance, whether Chriſt be robbed of his in. 
| finitely greateſt Glories, or adored for them, _ 
A third dangerous Error, which true Love to 
5 Chriſt wul' help to keep us from falling into is, 
| that of joining Works with Chriſt, in the Buſineſs 
| of Juſtification, 3 
ä love Chriſt, we ſhall be willing that 
ke,” and he alone, ſhall have the Honour of our 
Salvation, which the Scripture makes his due. 
Me ſhall make mention of his Rn; and 
. of his only. 0 5 

g.) True Pane to o Chriſt, in a great Meaſure 
lightens the Butden both of Duty and Suffering, 
| 2 for the Burden of Duty, it muſt appear evident 
do any that know the Extent of the miniſterial Of. 
ce, and the many Difficulties that attend the faithful 
Duücharge of it, that it requires no ſmall Labour 
and Pains; There is that in it which is laborious 
and painful to the Body, but this is the leaſt Part. 
The. Natural Weakneſs of the Body is ſomething, 
but the finful Corruption of Nature is a great del 
more. This will be making many Remonſtrances 
againſt a great Part of a Miniſter's Work, and ſe- 
cretly ſaying, ſpare thyſelf. Indeed, as hath been 
before hinted, corrupt Nature may belp us forward 
in ſome Part of our Work, more eſpecially the 
publick Part of it; if fo be, we will ſet up a 
Vrong End to ourſelves, and put Self in the Room 
of Chriſt; but if the End be ſet right, and we 
take the right Rule to walk by, we ſhall find it 2 
cConſtant Enemy. It is Pein walking with 4 
great Clog about our Feet, or a heavy Burden up: 
on our Backs; ſuch is the Fleſh to the faithful 
| Miniſter, and that both as a Chriſtian, and as 2 
Miniſter; it makes his Work painful and Jabo- 
rious to him. But Love to Chriſt will greatly 
lighten this Burden : Like as when we have 2 
ſtrong Affection for any; that which we ſhould 


9 85 think 
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think. very hard to do for another, for whom we 


have no ſuch Affection, we ſhall even take a Plea- 


ſure in doing it for them; and ſuch an Effect will 
the due Exerciſe of Love to Chriſt have upon us 
in his Service. J — 
And then there is alſo the Burden of Suffering. 
And here there is the more common Burden of 
the many Diſcouragements and Diſappointments 
that a Miniſter meets with, when he finds little or 
no Succeſs, (at leaſt in too many Inſtances) attend= 
ing his Labours ; yea, it may be quite the con- 
trary falls out to what he deſired and hoped for; 
but Love to Chrift will be found a great Lightner 
of this Burden, (as Love to God proved to Chriſt | 
in a like Caſe, Ia. xlix. 4.) So it will alſo be of 
that Burden of Suffering, which we may call ex- 
traordinary, I mean the Burden of Perſecution, as 


we may fee nobly exemplified in St. Paul, Ads 
xx. 2224, And now, behold I go bound in the 
Spirit unto Jeruſalem, not knowing the Things that 


fall be fal me, ſave that the Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth 5 


in every City, ſaying, that Bonds and Afiittions © ” 
| abige me; but none of theſe Things move me, neither 


count I my Life dear unto myſelf. So that I might. 


finiſh my Courſe with Joy, and the Miniſtry which . 


I have received of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the Goſ= 


pel of. the Grace of God, Chap. xxi. Verie 13. Then | 5 
Paul anſwered, what mean ye to weep, and to break 
mine Heart? for 1 am ready, not to be bound only, . 


but alſo to die at Jeruſalem Nu: the Name * the Lord 0 
/ eſus, But to proceed, = 


wr True Love to Chriſt is Beer in a Mi- . 
niſter, in order to the having his Perſon and Ser: 
vices accepted with God. This is ſo plain and 
evident, and J have alſo been ſo large on the for- 


mer Head, that I ſhall not ſay much here. F any 
Man love not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, faith St. Paul, 
let bim be Anatbema e. If this be he | 
3533 ieder ee e Caſe 


a 4 — — 5; 
= 833 14% 25 : . "ae 


Caſe with any common Profeſſor of Chriſtianity, 
much more muſt it be fo with a Mianiſter of the 
A 
- The Application of the Sub ect chiefly belongs 
tous, my Fathers and Brethren, in the Miniſtry ; 
Let us ſuppoſe Chriſt putting this Queſtion to each 
one of us, as he did to Peter, in our Text; Loveſ 
thou me? Yea, let us be often preſſing home the | 
| Matter upon ourſelves. O my Soul, loveſt thou 
this bleſſed Saviour? What means then this Cold- 
neſs in Duty? What means this Self-Seeking ? 
What means this Fainting under Diſcouragements ? 
Let us be often calling ourſelves to Ac- 
count, to ſee from what Principles we act, and 
how far ſincere Love to Chriſt. is the Spring of 
what we do. Let us not think we. go out of out 
Way, when we are turning our Meditations to the 
cultivating this Grace of Love to Chriſt in our own 
Sculs; yea, and that even when we are ready to 
think there may be more need we ſhould turn them 
to other Employments, I mean, to meditate for . 
the Uſe of others; we may ſometimes do more , 
towards a right Preparation of ourſelves, for the 
Service of the Sanctuary, by one Hour thus ſpent, 
"than by a whole Day's Study; Thoſe are like to 
be the beſt Sermons, that come from a Heart 
warmed with Love to Chriſt : When our Hearts 0 
have been thus engaged, we may perhaps allo 


this to our own Souls, Gal. ii. 20. Who loved mt, 
nànnd gave himſelf for me, Let us thirſt after ti: 
Manifeſtations of Chriſt, 'and his Love unto our 
ſelves; and pray, that when he males us Inſtru. 
ments of conveying Comforts to others, he woul: 

At leave us deſtitute of ſuch Mercies: The be 
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find our Tongues, or at leaſt our Thoughts, like 
the Pen of a ready Writer. We often fet fort! 6 
to others, the Love of Chriſt to his People, i f 
dur publick Miniſtrations; let us be often applying ſc 


. heving 


tan) 


eving Contemplation, and eſpecially the ſenſible 
Enjoyment of Chriſt's Love to us, will beſt kindle 


would alſo ſoon find the good Effect of the In- 
creaſe of ſuch a Frame within us. 7 be Love add Chrifs 
conftraineth us, 2 Cor. v. 14. 5 
But it is more than Time I mould come to the 
ſecond Doctrine, on which I muſt be very brief. 
Doct. II. If Miniſters would ſhew their Love . 
to Chriſt, as ſuch, it muſt be by E his Sheep. 5 
Jeſus ſaithunto bim, feed my Sheep. 0 
In ſpeaking to this Doctrine, 1 might ſhew. 
4 with what the Sheep, or People of Chriſt, mult be 


e God's Word; which is uſeful for Reproof, for 
he Correction, for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs = 5 


and keep alive in our Souls, the bleſſed Flame of 
Love to him; and we ſhould ſoon find, and others 


ted by their Miniſters, viz. with the pure Doctrine 


With a due Adminiſtration of all divine Ordi- 


agreeable to the Word. 


Spirit 1 in the Corinthians, relates to them what him 
| felt had experienced,: when in Danger of this Sin, 


dix. WISELY or judiciouſly; giving Milk to Babes, 
and ſtrong Meat to thoſe that arc Of full Age, and 


ſublime Doctrines of tho Soſpel, as by Milt are 
them that are of full Age, even thoſe who by Reaſon 
ef Uſe have their Saſs exerciſed to diſcern bo:'h 


hate. And how 1 kept back Oy" chat was pro - 
0 HA fable _ 


W nances — With their own, and other — 5 
Thus St. Paul, when | be would as. a proud 1 


2 Cor, xii, I might ſhew in the ſecond Place, in 
waat manner Miniſters muſt feed their Flocks, 


that are more exerciſed, I have fed you with A 
and not with Meat, for hitherto you were not allet 
io bear it, neither yet now are ye able, 1 Cor. ii 
2. but ſtrong Meat, (i. e. the deeper and more 


ſignified thoſe that are more plain) belongeth "87 © 


good and evil, Heb. v. 14. DiLicenTLy : in Sea. 
lon and out of Seaſon, both in publick and in pri- 
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| fable to you, But have ſhewed you, and taugbt you 
publickly and from Houſe to Houſe, Acts xx. 20. 
WiIIIIxSCILVY: Feed the Flock of God, which is among 
von, taking the Overſight thereof, not by Conſtraint, 
Fut willingly, not "ed filthy Lucre, but of a ready 
Mind, 1 Pet. v. 2. AFFECTIONATELY : but we 
vere zentle among you, even as a Nurſe cheriſheth 
Her Children, ſo being affectionately deſirous of you, 
de were willing to have imparted unto you, not the 
Goſpel of God only, but alſo our own. Souls, becauſe ye 
dere dear unto us, Theſ. ii. 7, 8. CONSTANTLY: 
Take heed unto thyſelf and to thy Dodrine, continue 
in them, for in doing this thou foal pos both phyſelf 
and them that hear thee, 1 Tim. . Toe. 
Hireling fleeth, becauſe be is an Hireling, and 
caretb not for the Sheep, John x. 13. J 


I might in the Third Place give ſome Reale 


— hy Miniſters ſhould thus ſhew their Love to 
Chriſt, by feeding his Sheep; but I ſhall mention 
only this one, namely, becauſe Chriſt's Heart is fo 
much ſet upon their Welfare. Let us view Chriſt 
zs undertaking to the Father for their Salvation let 
us view him as becoming incarnate, ſuffering, and 
dying in their Stead ; let us view him as bearing 
their Names upon his Heart in Heaven, and 
making continual Interceſſion for them: Finally, 
let us view him as preparing Manſions of Glory 
for them, and his being even unſatisfied, as it 


were, till he hath got them with bimſelf, Fobn 


VVvii. 24. And do not all theſe Things, convince 
us how much Chriſt's Heart is ſet upon the Welfare 
olf his People? Now, we know how it is with our- 

| ſelves, when we have a very tender Affection for 
any, we love thoſe that ſhew an Eſteem for them, 
and do them any Kindneſs ; even ſo will Chriſt 
take it kindly of any, that diſcover a true and 
hearty Affection for his redeemed ones ; we read 

in Mat. xxv. that he will take any Kindneſs that is 


ſheun, 


(5s) 


ſhewn, even to the Bodies of his Saints on his Ac- 
count, as if it were done to himſelf ; and ſurely 
he is more pleaſed with Kindneſs Den to their 
HFauls, their better Part. Now, from whom ſhall 


he expect this, if not from thoſe whom he hath - 
put into an Office for this very Purpoſe, and 
beſtowed ſuitable Gifts upon them ? Is Chriſt's 


Heart ſo ſet upon his People and their Welfare, 
and ſhall not this draw forth our Hearts and Aﬀec- 


tions to them? Is it not enough to make us love | 


them, and do our utmoſt for them, to ſee how 
Chrift loves them, and what he hath done, is do- 
ing, and will ſtill further do for them ? Teſus ſaid 
unto him, feed my Sheep, q. d. if thou wilt ſhew thy 
Love to me, let it be by feeding my Sheep. 'Z 
Thus far, what I have ſpoken, chiefly concerns 5 
| Miniſters : It may be proper before I conclude, to 
ſpeak a Word or two to thoſe that attend on our 
Miniſtrations, « or to thoſe whom Chriſt here calls 5 
his . . 
. Lou way take Nodes from what hath been : 


pellen, that you ſtand in great Need of being : 
fed. Chriſt would not have been ſo ſollicitous 


about this, if there were not great and continual 
Need of it. Look into yourſelves therefore, and 


fee what Senſe you have of your ſpiritual Neceſſi- : 
ties. Alas! how eaſy can too many be, without 


| the preaching of the Word and Adminiſtration of 
Ordinances! Were it not for Cuſtom and F alhion- © 


Sake, they could turn Sabbath- Days into Working — 
Days, and Opportunities for enjoying Communion na | 
with God, into Times for finding their own Plea- . 


ſure: Such plainly ſhew, that they are not Chrilt's 


Sheep, at leaſt that chey have never yet been 
brought into his Fold, Chriſt's Sheep. find the 


Want of Ordinances, for the preſerving and car- 


rying on the divine Life in their Souls, as much _ 


as they ſtand ! in need of Food, to ſuſtain the na- ; 
5 i 2 - rural 


TY 


tural Lifez yet moſt even of theſe have need to be 
called upon to ſearch more into their ſpiritual 


Wants — Thoſe that ſee moſt ſenſibly their need 


of Ordinances, are likely to profit moſt by them. 


2. Take Notice of, wonder at, and rejoice in 


the Kindneſs which Chriſt hath for you, and the 
Care he takes of you. He is the great Shepherd, 
and it is he that provides and qualifies Under- 
Shepherds; and you ſee how he makes it a Mark. 
or Trial of their Love to himſelf, that they are 
careful over you; and when they would humbly 

| Preſent their Love and Affection to him, he doth, 
as it were, give all back to you. You muſt have 
the Uſe and Benefit N Say then with the 

_ Pfalmiſt, P/al. xxiii. 1. The Lord is my Shepherd, 
I. ball not want, &c. The Word, Miniſters, Or- 
dinances, and the Spirit working with and by 
ttheſe, all come from your great Shepherd, and are 
the Marks and Fruits of his conſtant and affecti- 
onate Love o 148 5 0 hear Chriſt's Voice, and 
7 follow him. | ” 


ms Think what you are thus fed and 3 


for; ; is it, that you may live to pleaſe yourſelves, 


o pleaſe the Fleſh, to ſatisfy carnal Defires, to 


feel the great Things of the World for yourſelves? 
SGraurely, no; but it is, that you may adorn tbe 
Doctrine of God your Saviour, by denying all Un. 
 pgodlineſs and worldly Luſts, and living Soberly, 
. Righteouſly, and Godly | in the World , that you may 
| behave yourſelves in your ſeveral Places and Re- 
lations, as becomes the Diſciples of a meek and 
buoly Jeſus. The Work of the Miniſtry is for 
1187 aper the Saints, Epheſ. iv. 11, 12, 13. viz. 
that their Graces might be more perfect, and their 
Duties more perfect, that they may more nearly 
reſemble Chriſt their Head. And if this Fruit 
be found upon you, then there is another Thing 
for which Chriſt! IS beltowing all this preſent Care 


„ about 


n 

about you, namely, that you may be trained up 
for Heaven, and everlaſting Glory there. Ordi- 
nances upon Earth are to fit you for that World 
and State, where Ordinances ſhall be no longer 
needed. Miniſters are to feed you now, but Chriſt 
himſelf will feed you hereafter, and that in a 
very different manner, Rev. vii. 16. 17. And they 
ſhall hunger no more, neither thirſt any more, nei- 

ther ſball the Sun light on them, nor any Heat; for 


the Lamb which is in the midſt of the Throw 
ſoall feed them, and ſhall lead them unto living Fun- 


tains of Water, and God foals wipe away all T ears 
1 their tea] 
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» Reverend and Dear Brothers 


4, you ave ſeemed wich a pili Se- 
riouſneſs to enter upon and paſs through 
the Work of this Day; ſo I dare ſay, 


and borne their Share in ir. 


Fear, I need the Charge and Exhortation to my 
en ſelf, which I am about to adminiſter unto 
ou. I am too ſenſible of my Infirmities, not to 


have cloſed, many will be of the ſame Mind. 
bet the Work is actually put into my Hands; 


rd up the Loins of my Mind, and addreſs my- 


race, 


and alſure you ] ſhall ſpeak nothing to you, but 
nat I would firſt ſpeak to my ownlelf; nor lay 
Wy Burthen upon you, bòùt the Yoke of Jeſus, 


_ and 2.5 if I know my own Heart, Imay 


1 — 20 


it is with a peculiar Pleaſure; that yout . 
Fahers,. Brethren and Friends, have attended ro Its 5 


The Province which is allotted rhe; is too im-. I 
portant to be entred upon without Solemnity and 


think I greatly want Apologies 3 and I fear before 


he Call to it is providential; I would therefore | 
et to it With « humble Dependance on Divine 8 8 


[ pretend. hot to run much le. to dic- : 
te; but I would humbly be your Remembrancer; 


ad what I would gladly take upon my own Shoul?⸗ 
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appeal with the Apoſtle, God is my Wi neſs when 
1 ferve with my Spirit in the Goſpel of his Son“. 


I dare ſay, my good Brother, you would chook, 


| that I make uſe of great Plainneſs of Speech. | 
will do fo; earneſtly deſiring, that as we have 
Op been Witneſſes this Day of your ſolemn Entrance 


upon this ſacred Work, ſo we may be Witneſſes 


2 your Faithfulneſs and Succeſs, and of your Re. 
Ward and Crown in. the Day of our Lord Jeſu, 
No, that it may be lo, i would addreſs — 

to you from 1 


A c T ; XX. 28. former Part. 


95 Take Heed to ourſelves 1 to all the Hock, on! 


"__ the Ho!, of 9 bath made you Overſers 


ou know. very well, that theſe are the Wort 
of the Apoſtle Paul to the Elders, or Bi 


0 EY or Miniſters of the Church at Epheſus ; an 
they not only deſerve your ſerious Regard as the 
dropt from his Mouth, and were addreſſed .. 
| Perſons of your Character, but as they are ti 
Fruit of long Experience, and contain in them hi 
parting Advice. He was ftrongly apprehenſi 
he ſhould ſee their Face no more; and as thi 


Intimation filled their Hearts with a pious Sad 


neſs, ſo the Thought, no doubt, excited in t 
Soul of our Apoſtle a peculiar Solemnity, at 
- withal a holy Earneſtneſs, that what he ſhould fi 
m.miight have its proper Weight upon them, ents 
„ deep into their Hearts, and be found faſtened 
24 @ Nail in a ſure Place, after he was dead and gon 
And how could even an inſpired Apoſtle hs 
comprehended more in a few Words, than he hat 
dont here; when he ſays, Take beed to your ell! 

5 ns to the Flock, over which ive me ou h 


Mii 
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BE nade you Overſeers? And if you, my Brother 8 
vn would approve yourſelf faithful to him who hatn 
pat you into the Miniſtry; if you are under any 
ook, J Concern (as I doubt not, you are under a deep one) 
i. If be A truſty Steward in 7 Lord's Houſe; 5 
| then, WY 
=, Firſt, Take heed to yourſelf. Now this includes 
nefſes feveral Particulars. e 
1.) See to it, as you cultivite Religion in your 5 
own Soul. As he who is devoid of a Work of 
Grace upon bis Heart, can, never make a gold, 
Miniſter of the New Teſtament, ſo the perſonal 
Holineſs of ſuch an one will be apt to enter far 
into his publicł Character and miniſterial Labours. 
I truſt, the Lord hath called you by his Grace; 
but yet remember, that the great Apoſtle was not 
without laying a holy Caution upon himſelf, 4ſt 
| after he had preveved to others, he bimſelf ſhould 7 
be a Caſt-away*. Have you Grace? Has it made 
you a new Creature, and quickened you to a Life . 
Spiritual and Divine? Grow in Grace. As every + 
Chriſtian, ſo eſpecially every Miniſter ſhould ake . 
great Pains to maintain and improve vital Reli- 
gion in his own Soul; to beat and keep down 
every ſinful Propenſity, and to blow up the Spark „„ 
of every good Motion enkindled. And here give 
me leave to inculcate this upon you, from the 
Words of the venerable Dr. Owen T. Conſi- 
der the Calling of the Miniſtry. The Work 
« and Duty of it call on thoſe that are em- 
e ployed in it, to have their Minds and Thoughts 
converſant about ſpiritual and heavenly Things. 
They are to ſtudy them, to meditate on them, 
to commit them to Memory, ta ſpeak them 
out to | others, I wall be ſaid, 9 8 6 ſuch —_ 
| tp 1 1 ſk i 
* 3 Cor. "3 . VF 
+ In his Diſcourſe on hs Grace and Day « 04 rn ei 6 
fixally mine, # "M and 100 N - 
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& wk needs be Spiritually-minded, If they Y g 
$6 no farther than what I have mentioned, I (ay, 
15 CO they muſt needs be ſo, as Printers muſt needs 
( be learned, who are continually converſant a. 
d bout Letters. A Man may with great Induſtry 

„engage himſelf in theſe Things, and yet his | 

. Mind be moſt remote from being Spiritual, 
| * The Event doth declare, that it- may be ſo, 
* and the Reaſons of it are manifeſt. It requires 
ts as much, if not more Watchfulneſs, more Care, 
“ more Humility, for a Miniſter to be Spiritually- 


- 60 minded in the Diſcharge of bis Calling, than 


0 to any ſort of Men in zhejrs; and that as for 
ts other Reaſons, ſo becauſe the Commonneſs ot 


e the Exerciſe of ſuch Thoughts, with their De- 


e vours not in the firſt Place an Experience in 


not only ſtudy as a Scholar, but meditate as a 


Pour own Soul every of the Sermons you dchver 


2. vate an habitual Seriouſneſs. Often — (Ps with | 


WW preach him ro others, but as he Life, you 
gare to live in the Fleſh, is to be by ibe Failb of 


for you“. Be frequently retiring to the Grave, 
and let your Meditations be among the Tombs; 


ts ſign upon others in their Expreſſion, will take 
t of their Power and Efficacy; and he will have 
4 little Benefit by his own Miniſtry, who endea- 


et his own Heart of the Power of the Truths, 
te which he doth teach unto others.. 


No, that you may guard againſt. that wid 
: tf endangers you; and may attain What is ſo ne. 
_ ceffary, maintain daily Communion with the Lord; 

Chriſtian upen the Things of God; preach to 


unto others, Be much in ſecret Prayer; let your 
| Cloſer be an Oratory as well as a Study. Culti- 


2 dying Redeemer; I do not mean a, as you 


| the Sou of God, who loved you, and gave himſe;; 


Remember, as F aid Fo that you muſt Joon pu 
204. ü. 20, e 14. 


(61) ; 
off this 7 abernacle, and give up your Account, 


once for all, both of your own perſonal Conduct, : 
YU and Miniſterial ruft. Sucha Temper improved 


make it a ſavom and fruittyl ane beyond what 


been vpon the Mount with God; while a Gravity 


the Contempt of Gods People. 


cels will attend aur Labours, till zbeir ſignal Ho- 


tuary- Service, They ſeemed to feel what they 


left their Writings of the ſame Strain behind them : They 


of Sermons, 


by ſack a Conduct will affect your Miniſtry, and 


you imagine. our People will be apt to ſee a 


ſweet and laered Shine upon your Countenance, 
if before yo come to the Tabernacle, you have 


And here I cannot but put you in Mind of our 
Fore· fatlie ers in Nonconformity. They were re- 
mia Kable for the Power of Godlineſs, and it evidently 
and eminently tended to their wondrous Succeſs, 
And for my Part, I never expect that their Suc- 


merely alte cted, as it is the Object of the Divine 
Abhorrencs, lo may ſoon and Wr has come to ba 


hne ſs inſpires ou Hearts, If Excellency of Speech 

and enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom were the 

true Pre garation for the Pulpit, many in our Day 

are better prepared than ſome of them: But if 

with ſol. d Learning, ſubſtantial Piety is a grand 
Requiſite, they were much better dreſſed for Sance 


ſpake. They were like Heron with the holy Ol 
poured updn his Head, which flowed doun to the 


"Skirts of bis Garments, and ſhed a ſweet Perfume 
on all around „ „ 


IM Our F . talked Oe of pin Fp 4 have | 


were ſurrounded with Converts and helped to fill Heaven EY 
apace, for Cod was with them, But I mourn to think that 
ſome are grown ſo degenerate in our Days, as to join 1 
Names and their Works together in a common Jeſt, and to 
ridicule the ſacred Matter of their Sermons, becauſe the Man- 
ner had now and chen ſomething in it too myſtical and bk 
ſcure, and there is ſomething in their Style *unfafhionable 

and unpoliſhed. Dr. W Ay in his Trete to ky wt Aber ad £ 
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©.) Take Pains to improve your Gifts.<The 5 
Aolle exhorts his Son Timothy, © ** Stir up the 
Gift which is in thee *,” It ſignifies ſo to ſtir 
up your Gifts as the Fire is excited, either by 


raiſing it or blowing into it. You are to be a 


good Houſholder, who is ever to be drawing forth 

| and ever to be laying up, that his Stores may not 
be exhauſted: We rejoice in the Furniture, that 
you ſet out with; but without Exerciſe and Study, 
Gifts will dwindie. I would therefore ſay to you 
az Paul to Timothy in another Place, Give At- 


tendance to Reading; neglect not the Gift that 


„ is in thee; Meditate upon theſe Things; give 
6, thyſelf wholly to them, that thy Profiting may 


— appear unto all T.“ The various Parts of Li- 


terature deſerve your Attention, and no doubt will 
be an Entertainment to you. Preſerve your juve- 


| . nile Learning, and add ro it by reviewing y our 
5 5 academical Exerciſes. J Here 142 the Part of the 
Qiligent Bee, who ig never idle, but adds to her 


Stote, not only for her own Livelihood, but the 
| VOfe''of. others f. But, O my Friend, be eſpeci- 
ally progreſſive in your Study of and Acquain- 
tance with the Holy Scriptures. It is worthy 
pour ſerious Regards how many moſt famous for 
Learning, when their Judgments were moſt ma- 
85 es and _ Minds * ſetipus.'s and d long Ex- 

: ES Pee 


. * 2 2 Tim. i. Wa 24.1, * Lorugen, Sopitos Pa 1 Aatu. Crit. 
SGacr. Donum Dei eft viva quædam flamma in Cordibus noftri; 


3 accenſa, quam nituntur caro et Satan ſuffocare; nos contra ma- 
5 Le ac ae 21 et ſoitam luſcitare — Bea in 


15 The Founder of 18. Chriti F College i in Ive * 


| . his Foundation 2 Bee-Hive, (Alveareum) and the Students 
Igngenioſas Apes Dies Nocteſque Ceram ad Dei Honorem 


& dulciflua Mella conficientes, ad ſuam & univerſorum 
Cͤhriſtianorum Commoditatem. Dr. 2 s Natural Hiſtory ot 
"new P. 184. 186, 


= through the awefully pleafing Walks of Inſpi- : 
ration; here grow thoſe Heaven-born Plants, 


the Trees of Life and Knowledge, whoſe Fruits 


ll 


5 . thoſe precious” Streams of Grace and Righte- 


163) 


perience of themſelves, and Acquaintance with the 
World were added to all, betook themſelves to the 
Study of the ſacred Writings. might here men- 
tion Eraſmus ||, the great Retriever of ancient 
Learning; thoſe Prodigies of Genius and Read- 
1 Grotins and Selden, eſpecially the former; the 
great Salmaſius himſelf, who towards his Jaſt, de- 
ſired to be a Student in David's Pſalms and Paul's 
Epiſtles, as long as he lived; to theſe, I may add, 
the famous Mr. Lock. Thus (ſays an excellent 
Divine ſtill living) would I finiſh the Remain- 
| a « der of my Days; having had a Taſte of the 


„ politer Studies, may I devote my future Appli- 


 « cation to the lively Oracles ! from other Pur- 
4 ſuits one may glean ſome Fragments of ſpeci 
„ ous Inſtructions, from this 7 truſt to feap a 
% Harveſt of the ſublimeſt Truths. Waft me 


g then, O waft my Mind to Son's conſecrated = 
"mo 


Bowers; let my Thoughts perpetually rove : 


„ I may eat of and live for ever. Here flow 


1 e oufneſß, 


Cl How ſerious and pathetic are bis Words: Nec gui 3 35 


5 0815 credat, quam miſere Animus jamdudum affectet ab his 
Luaboribus in tranquillum Otium ſecedere; 8225 que ſupereſt Vite 
upereſt autem vix brevi Palmus fire Pugillus] ſolum cum eo 
ſolo colloqui, qui clamavit olim, (nec hodiè mutat ſuam 
Vocem) wenite ad me omnes qui laboratis ot encrati eftis, Ego 
reſiciam v Nihil reperio in quo Mens mea libentius 5 


conquieſcat quam in hoc arcano Colloquio. 
The x ious and polite Mr. Herwey; concerning Woo I hive 


often. thought of the Obſervation of one of the Ancients, 7 


Diane ergo Rabidi adverſus Chriſtum Canes; diicant Eorum | 
ſectatores, 


quentes, nullos habuiſſe Doctores, quanti et quales vivi eam 
extruxerint et ornaverint ; et deſinant Fidem noſtram Ruſticze 
_ fancum Limplicirttit CNS (amgue botius per den 4g 


ui putant Eccleſiam nullos Phitoſophos aut elo- 


noſcant. 


(&) 


=” ouſneſs, whoſe living Waters, whoever drinks 


„ ſhall chirſt no more, What can the Fables 
of Grecian Song, or the fineſt Pages of Roman 
__ «« Floquence, what can they exhibit comparable 
4 to the matchleſs Prerogatives of Revelation? 
Therefore, though I ſhould not diſlike to pay 
& a Viſit now and then to my Heathen Maſters, 
yet I would live with Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; 
4 with the one I would carry on ſome occafional = 
| #. Correſpondence, but the other ſhall be my Bo- 
„ ſom Friends, my inſeparable La panions, my 
4 Delight, and my Counſellors, = 
Thus, my Brother, are you ever to be a Stu · 
= 4 ; and while you are inclining your Ear unto 
Miſdom, and applying your Heart to Underſtkand- 
ing, do you take care to cry for Knowledge, ant 
lift up your Voice for Underſtanding *, remembering 
'  #hat God is the Father of Lights, and that from g 
1 bim proceedeth every good and perſett Gift + 1 8 
. take heed to your governing Prin- 1 
Pen Se ciphis — Your ſtated Buſineſs will be to con- 
verſe with ſpiritual Things; but I ſhould flatter 
you, if I ſhould not tell you, it is poſſible you 
may degenerate ſo far as to mind the Concerns 
of your miniſterial Profeſſion, juſt as others do 
the Affairs of their ſecular Callings. Therefore 
take beed to yourſelf. I hope you have entered the 
Miniſtry with ſublimer Views, even a ſingle Eye 
to the Glory of your God and Redeemer, and 
the Salvation of ——— Souls; (Lam very ſure 
no Other Principle will bear you out, or with any 
Comfort carry you on) but does not every Mi- 
|  Niſter feel, that he needs to be cautioned againſt 
L Self in various Shapes ? are there not Corru;. tions 
in you, even in you, which if not narrowly watch⸗ 
ed and reſolutely oppoſed, will be in the midſt 
bf all you Mini rations as 4 dead "Ms in the Oint- 
— ment : 


error. Ws 52 = Janes i 17. 


n > OY * 


mm rea} ot AY CO. % mv. ei. as a. EE. 
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ment of the Apothecary * K remarked! in the 
Life of the famous Mr. John Cotton of New Eng- 
land, that he dedicated every Sermon to the Ho- 
nour of his great Maſter, and ſubſcribed theſe Words 
(Tibi Domine) To thee O Lord, to all his Ser- 
mons T. Remember (and you cannot recollect it, 


or impreſs it too often) that you have but one 
Thing abſolutely to proſecute, even the Honour 


of fim who hath put you into the Miniſtry, and 


the ſaving of Souls from Death. Seek not to —_ 
Men any farther than for the uſe of eifyingy e 

eaſt no farther, than 1s conſiſtent with your grand 

Deſign. .. If you ſeek to pleaſe Men (it you ſtop 


there, or, if that is your governing Principle) you 


are not the Servant of Chriſt t. It is deſirable to 
have the Reſpect of our Hearers ; but remember. 
the ſmiling Countenance of your Lord, the Ap- _ 
probation of Conſcience when you retire to your — 
Cloſet, eſpecially ſuch a Teſtimony in your Fa- 
vour in a Seafon of Sickneſs, and the View of 


Death, will yield you a Joy, which is as much 


ſtronger as it is purer, than that which flows from 
common Fountains; a Satisfaction which the Ap- ? 
plauſes of the World cannot give, nor the capths 
cious Cenſures of the World cannot rob you of. 
Take heed then, that you preach not yourſelf i, Tale 


heed, that Covetouſneſs, Pride, Conceit, Ambition, 
do not enter the Pulpit with you $ ; nor Self- ap- 


Zlauſe, upon any ſuppoſed Enlargement in your 
own Mind, or the redeten of F ellow. Creatures 5 


attend you out of it. 


4.) Take heed to yourſelf i in . to > your OM | 


e All Chriſtians Are to be the | mo 

. 5 the Warld +3 ou, Sy. are to be with 

RIS YL John 

2 ſieelef. 3 4 Vid. 8 Magnal, Lib, Iu P * 
FE nn, 2 Cor. iv. 5. 


Cala placent laren, pura cum veſte venite, 
+ Mak. v. ID. WE, 
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T Baptiſt, a burning- and ſhining Ligbi .. 
you would take heed to yourſelf, as our Fg 
charges Timothy, then as in the Context, he ſays, 
Be you an Example to Believers in Word, in Con- 

_ wer/ation, in Charity, in Faith, in Purity *: How 
apt are all to be Obſervant of the Conduct of Mi- 


ä are like a City upon a Hill, that can- | 
mot be bid r. Should they ſee that in your Beha. 


viour which is wicked, which is vain and frothy, 
if they are pious, they will mourn ; if they are 


weak, they will be ftumbled ; if they are wicked 


they will triumph. Whoever they are, the Name 
of Chriſt your Royal Mafter will ſuffer ; the Re- 
putation of the moſt honourable Character in the 
World will be beclouded; the Ignorant and 


Stupid be confirmed in their Prejudices againſt 
Religion, and your own Soul upon a Recollection, 


will feel a dreadful Stab f. 7 ſpeak not theſe Things 
to ſhame you, (lo far Om — but as wy! bele: wel 


8 Friend 1 warn you * 


But this is not All. CY is my AY Deſire 


_ _—_ ſerious Exbortation, that your Converſation 
be more than Blameleſs; let it be conſtantly be. 


neficial and inſftruftive, that you imitate the Sun, 


and ſpread Light and celeſtial Warmth, wherever 
you move, Be an Example of Meekneſs and Hu- 


mility, of Charity and Benevolence, of a Readine's 
to give and forgive. Labour to be ſerious and 


” yet pleaſant; ſtrict and yet affable; and withl 
exerciſing a religious Prudence in the whole of 


your Deportment. Give no Occaſion to then, 


250 would ſeck Occaf on to blaſpheme that wwortty 
= Name by which you are called d Do not think x 
much to abridge yourſelf of that Liberty which 


Bin irſelt en when uſing that Tae wou 
8 be 


41 John's. 3 *x Tim. iv, 12. chad, EY 16. 
_ + Mat. v. 14. t Turpe eſt doctori cum culpa redarguit ou 
I Cor ir. 14. 8 Lam. i 7. 
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& 67 ) +: 
be a Snare or an aaf ton to fall in your Brother * 
way *. 


culties and Diſcouragements. Remember you are 
a Soldier, and you muſt endure Hardneſs as a good 


48) Take heed to yourſelf | in reſoet to Diſii- 1 


Soldier of Feſus Chriſt +, As the great Enemy | 


bears an inextinguiſhable Malice to all the People 


of God, ſo far as permitted, he will with a peculiar 
Readinels and Rancor, level his inyenomed Arrows 


2zainſt you; as by your Office and daily Conduct 
you are obliged to oppoſe his Intereſts and pull 
down his Power, uſurped over Souls. What ; wi 
ſtruments he may employ, you know not. It the 


Edge of Penal Laws is not ſharpned againſt you, 


as againſt our Fore-fathers; and you are not com- 


mitted to Priſons, or brought before Rulers for 


Chriſt's Name-ſake, he hath other Methods of 


ſhewing his Enmity to the Redeemer, and the 


Goſpel, and to you, on the account of the Rela- 
tion you bear ro them. He may ſtir up a Spirit ; 


of Calumey and Reproach; reckon therefore, as 1 
better Perſons before you, to paſs through good Re- 


| port and bad t. The Cenſures of miſtaken Friends 


2 the Rage of avowed Enemies may meet in 
Where you aim to be not only moſt faith. 
jd, 'but moſt affeckionate and molt prudent, you 
may meet with moſt Diſcouragement. Theſe are 
trying Occurrences, but Duty is yours, Events are 
the Lord's. Remember the Treatment your Savi- 


our and the Apoſtles met with before you; go on 
ſteadily ; your Judgment is with the Lord, and your | 


Wort with your God ||. Lean upon divine Wiſdom „ 
and Grace; carry every Thing to your Maſter; .. 


poſſe eſs your Soul with Patience F. Be not ſoon an- 


BY. If the Oppoſition comes from Enemies, ſay es 


* expect no better! If from Chriſt' 5 Friends 
FFF. and 

N - Rom: xiv. $3. : - 4 2 Tim. Il, 3. 
t 2 Cor. vi. 8. uhh xlix. 4. Flakes xxi, 19. 


(6) 


and yours, tu Love cover a Mabtitude of Faults * 
Approve yourſelf to him, who ſees not as Man 
fees |, and then you may account it a ſmall Thing | 
to be judged with Man's Judgment t. Refer all to 
the appearing of the great Shepherd; when your 


Righteouſneſs ſhall appear as the Light, and your 
Faithfulncſs as the Noon-day; and he ſhall give 


you ſuch an Approbation as ſhall determine the 


Controverſy, and filence every Reproach. 


Thus take heed to yourſe f, my dear Brother; 


and need I ſeek for Arguments to engage you o 


this? Does not the Thing ſpeak for itſelf? This 


Il am ſure of, that if you pay any proper Regard 


— * Eye of our Lord which 1s always upon 
5 1 of your Lord which is em- 
5 bated ak you — The Smiles of your Lord 


upon his faithful Labourers — The Frowns of 


your Maſter, which are ever againſt his wicked and 


© Nothful ones — If you have any regard to the 


Eye of the World, which 1s critical upon Miniſters 
5 bl their Cönduct If you are any way concerned 


„„ abut Satan, who will be ever malicious and inſi- 


dious 


ED done, good and faithful Servant” - 


If you are deſirous of a ſteady Satisfac- 
tion and a holy Courage in your own Breaſt ; and 
laſtly, if you would have any Conſolation or Re- 
ward, and hear thoſe heart-refreſhing Words 4 Well 


DN you have any due regard to theſe Things, I need | 


Not dwell upon other Motives ; if there be any Vir- 
K, if there be any Praiſe, think on theſe Things |. 

SGracecondiy, Take "be to the Flock over which the 

5 Holy Ghoſt hath made ou an Overſeer. And I dc 


8 not ſcruple to ſay, my Reverend F riend, if through 


Grace you are brought to take a proper heed to 
- yourſelf, there is all The Reaſon to hope and ex- 
pect, t that you will ah. extend your Care to all 


thoſe 


© 1Pet, iv. 2. 2. Sam. xvi, 7. 
4 1 Cor, iv. Ko | {Phil iv. 8. 


- I ſay, it 
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thoſe who are entruſted to ve as on the other 
Hand, he who is not a good Man can never be iS 

good Miniſter, He who keepeth not his own 
| Vinegard will never be thoroughly concerned 
about that of his Neighbour:' So that the Apo- ; 

ſtle in my Text did with the higheſt Realon join 
theſe two Things together, and ſubject the Latter 

to the Former. Here . give me n. to enter LE 
into Particulars. 4 \ 5 
J. One main part of your Work; as A Miniſter FE 
of the New Teſtament, is to preach the everlaſting 
Goſpel? — And are you a Miniſter, and fo ſepa- 
mw to the Goſpel of God? then oe unto you if 
yu preach not the Goſpel *, . But it is not enough _ 
that you preach ; lee to it, that you preach aright; . 
but who 15 ſufficient for theſe things ? Withbold no 
part of the Counſel of God lj. More eſpecially infilt 
| upon thoſe Parts of we Goſpel, wo are moſt 1 _ 
bortant. : 
| In the conceal, your - Buſineſs i is to _ Crit; 7 
| Wl for ſo ſays the Apoſtle, we preach not ourſelves, but 
- W Crit Jeſus the Lord **. Set him forth in all thoſe 
- W Lights in which the Goſpel repreſents him; in his 
d divine and human Natures ; in his mediatorial Cha- 
racter and Offices; and ſee that you preach him in 

theſe Articles, not as Matter of Speculation, but 

to draw all Men unto him, and to the high Eſteem 
d moſt affectionate Veneration of him. Preach 
him, my Fellow-Labourer, as God hath exalted ' 
him, even as a Prince and a Saviour. Take — 
to ' manifeſt the Savour of bin, whom to know is *# e 


"7 1 071 ix. 16. It; is CROSS VS in : the Life of hat N g 
. Man Biſhop Leer, that when he was promoted to the See 
of Armagh, he ſeemed to be jealous, left his Promotion ſhould _ 
cauſe him to for get the great End of his Miniſtry; and there- 
bre had theſe Words engraven round his Archiepiſcopal Sealy = 

e mihi fi non ans poo 


52 Cor. i ü. 16. 4 Acts ax, 27. * 2 Cor. i iv. 5. 


Re Life ra 76. 90 this as the Friend of the Bride- 
| groom and the Friend of Sinners. You know who 
it is that determined to know nothing as a Preacher, 
ut Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified *+, And is 
there not the higheſt Reaſon to preach Chriſt fre- 
gqauently? Are you ſpeaking to dead Souls, and can 
.. "you ſpeak of one ſo proper as of him who is Life? 
fince he that bath the Son hath Life, and be that 
bath not the Son of God hath not Life. -Of whom 
more ſuitably can you ſpeak than of ſo able and 
wiſe a Phyſician, while you are diſcourſing to thoſe 


offended Majeſty through him. As the Founda- 
tion of all, ſhew your | uninformed, unconvinced 


; 5 Hcarers the Need they ſtand in o a Redeemer ; 


dreadful and everlaſting Curſe, which is annexed to 
it. Shew them that they have ſinned y pain 
out in aweful Colours the dreadful Precipice they 
ſtand upon the Brink of; that they are Slaves to 
their Jy” — to Satan opening by them. 


WTCC John il. 36. 


John xiv. 6. a. 1. 13 
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who are under the moſt loathſome and dangerous 


Diſeaſes! If he is the Rock, the tried Stone, the 
| Chief-Corntr-Stone, laid in Sion, for Sinners to 
build upon *; ſince he is the only Surety +, by 
whom their Debts can be paid; the only City of 
Refuge t where they can be ſafe; the Righteouſ- 
nes, whereby they are to be juſtified || ; "_ Foun- 
ain, where they are to be waſhed g.; the Way , 
in which diſtant Souls can be brought to God 
and Glory, there is the higheſt Reaſon why we 
E ſhould dwell much upon dana in our Preach- 


1 ing. | 


Well a: invite Hines to kim 1 to an 


open frequently the Nature of Sin as a Breach of W - 
the divine Law, as expoſing the Sinner to that 7 


* Thea 


21 Pe ü. 16. HHeb. vii. 22. | Heb. vi. 1 
Rom. ni. 24. _ + Zech. xiii. 2. 


— 2 ——— Con — — 1 


( Py 
1 hen open to them the Dolefulneſs of ſuch a State, 


1520 their Inability to extricate themſelves out of 
This will lead you to inſiſt often on the Ne- 


3 ccſſity of thoſe Graces and Duties which the Apo- - 
ſtle made the Sum of his Miniſtry, when He zefti- 


fied to the Fews and alſo to the Greeks Repentanct 


towards God and Faith towards our Lord Feſus 
 Chrift ||. And upon which are ſuſpended ſo many 
and glorious Privileges. I ſay again, treat thole = 
Subjects often in your Sermons; open them clearly, 
aud then preſs them pathetically. 


When you addreſs yourſelf to Sinners ſleeping 3 


in the Laps of their Dalilabs and their Enemies 


upon them, hanging over everlaſting Burnings, 


and at a Diſtance from the only Saviour; ſpeak 

to them as one in earneſt, mourn over them from 

a Spirit of Faith and Chriſtian Benevolence; touch _ 
all the tender Paſſions z put on Bowels of Mercy; „ 
draw Sinners with the Cords of Love; open the 
Treaſures of Grace; pray and beſeech them . 
God's Name and Chriſt's Stead to be reconciled. 
At other Times put on the Boanerges, as a Son of 

| Thunder cry aloud and ſpare not; lift up your 


Voice like a Trumpet; rouze the Fear of Sinners, 
till from the Apprehenſions of Wrath they are 


brought to fly, as for their Lives. Do not dawb 


here With untempered Mortar ; do not flatter, O 


do not be afraid of diſturbing that Repoſe ma 
ariſes from an Inſenſibility and fatal Opiates, At _ 

in ſuch an Affair with all the Faithfulneſs of a Stew- _ 

ard, of a Herald, of an Ambaſſador; act in ſuch. RR 
a Manner, that you may have Comfort 36& your 
own Sou] and you may looking upward ſay | 
am pure, from the Blood of all Men **, Inſiſt upoh 


theſe Capital Points often; Impreſſions” are hard 
to be made upon the Clods of the Vineyard; and 


if any are made, how Tp do _w_— fade and 


2 * 
4 M Ads x. 27, — — LE Ace a. 27. 


* Gene - 
Aon * . tr. a 


wm 4 WJ 


1 evaporate “. There are ſome with whom you are 
to deal tenderly : ; forrowful Breaſts need a Bar- 
nabas; a wounded Spirit who can bear? Learn of 
your Saviour to bind up the broken-hearted, to pro- 
claim Liberty to fuch Captives, and the Opening of 
the Priſon lo them that are bound; that you may 
give to them that mourn in Sion, Beauty for Aſhes, 
tbe Oil of Joy for Mourning, and the Garment of 
1770 for the Spirit of Heavineſs 9g. 
Tour Buſineſs alſo as a Preacher, will be to a. 
firm theWayering, to ſtrengthen theVeak, to guard 
them againſt Backſlidings, to build up in Know- 
ledge and Holineſs all that are Regenerated. Preach 
Duty to God and Man in all its extenſive Circle, 
Affirm conſtantly that every one who names the 
Name of Chriſt muſt depart from all Iniquity +, 
And that they who believe muſt be careſul to main- 
| tain good Wirks t, evince the Neceſſity, diſplay 
5 the Fat of Holineſs, and exhore e 70 
= Jy 


8 


Wn 1 Me FOE to ad is following R. Reflection of the in- 


1 8 N Dr. Bates, which I would here tranſcribe, both to 
engage Miniſters peculiaF Diligence, and all Chriſtians Pray ers 
for them. The Work of a Miniſter has its peculiar Diſ- 


06 advantage; that whereas an Artificer, how curious and difh-ult 


M0 ſoever his Work be, yer has this Encouragement, that what. 

: "6. I begun with Art and Care, he finds in the ſame ſtate in 
Which it was left. A Painter that deſigns an exact Piece, 
s draws many Lines, often touches it with his Pencil, to gire 
it Life and Beauty, and though unfiniſhed it is not ſpoiled 
by Intermiſſion. A Sculptor that carves a Statue, though 
his Labour be hard from the Reſiſtance of the Matter, yet 
0 his Work remains firm and durable. But the Heart of Man 
* js of a ſtrange Temper; hard as Marble, not eaſily recep- 
tive of heavenly Impreſſions, yet fluid as. Water, thoſe In- 
x preſſions defaced in it. It is expoſed to ſo many Tempta 
tions, that induce an Oblivion of eternal Things, that with- 
4 out frequent Excitations to quicken and confirm its holy 
_** Purpoſes, it grows careleſs, and all the Labour is loſt, that 


as ſpent upon it —.“ See his F ancral Sermon for Dr. 
Manton. 5 
le a, 1, We, | + Tin b. 4 Tu. i 6 


053). 
follow after 11. Preh practical Religion i in all its 
Branches, perſonal and relative, in Heart and Life ; 
ſupport your Exhortations with every proper Ar- 
gument, and by annexing ſuitable Directions lead 
your People on in the Path of Duty. And as 
you will acquaint yourſelf with the State of your 


Peo ple, as an affectionate Friend and tender Mi- 
155 ſo you will adapt your Diſcourſes occaſio- 


nally to their Caſes, as under ſpiritual Exerciſes, 
or providential Diſpenſations z but yet in ſuch a 


manner, as that they may be ſerviceable to others. 5 


Here divine Wiſdom is profitable to direct. | 
One Thing more I muſt add, and that is, 115 


not forget, the Uſe of Examination in your Ser- 


mons. Our venerable Fathers dealt much this 
way; they were ſkilful Analomiſts; but modern 


Preaching is almoſt an entire Stranger to it. En- 


deavour by the means of the Word to diſcover 
every Man to himſelf; ; open the diſtinguiſhing _ 
Nenger and Character of Saints and Sinners; put 
them upon their Trial, and give co every Man his ; 
Portion. 


In all your 1 upon an Miniſtrations : 
be devout and ſerious; act as ſeeing him who is 


inviſible g; act as one that muſt meet his People 
before the Bar of God; yea, as one ſhould act, that 


expected never to return to his own Houſe f. Am 


at Clearneſs of Thought, Method and Expreſſion. 


Liſp to Babes. It is hard to; know, as it is ſad 7 
|| 10 think, how! ignorant, _ of Vour Hearers e 


are. | . 1 


5 „ Heb. xii. . Heb. XI. 27. FL . 

1 I have read of ho 9 Ton Chancellor 1 that : 
one Morning coming down Stairs to go to Weſtminfler-Hall, 
he obſerved theſe Words wrote upon the Wall before him, 


Tanguan non Reverſurus (as if never to return;) intimating how = 


impartial he ought to be; ſuppoſed to be wrote there 


ſome one who had that Day an important Cauſe to be tried, 


and feared Oppreſſion. It is a good Motto. tor yeux Pulpir, 


| and the Hearts of thoſe who aſcend them. 


1 


are. Soar not therefore too lich, as you have 0 
do with thoſe who are ſhort-ſighted ; and yet if 
it may be, ſtoop in ſuch a manner as that ſtill the 
more judicious may find ſomething fo learn; at 
leaſt may not be diſguſted. - Open with Plainneſs 


the Truths and Precepts of the Goſpel, and preſs 
the latter with all Authority. I would that you 
mould be as gentle as a Lamb, in your own perſo- 


nal Concerns; but when you are ſetting forth Sin 


and Duty, put on Zeal as a Cloak; raiſe your 


Voice in a way becoming the Dignity of the Lord 
| you come from; and let all know what Chriſt 
. faid to his Apoſtles, and in them, to all his Mi. 


niſters. He that heareth you, heareth me, and 


ah he that ile 4 9 me, and bim that 


* is 8 me vg 


0 A you : are in n publick te to be God's Mouth 


| unto the People, ſo you are to be theirs to God 


Prayer and *Praiſes are to be the Sacrifice 


8 pun} Incenſe, which muſt be offered up in God's 


Temple, and you are to be in ſome ſenſe the 
Prieſt there, Let your Supplications be formed 


£2: © Language plain and comprehenſive; ſuch as ſhall 
include the Wants, and aſſiſt the Deſires of all, 
Otder it fo, that while you are their Mouth to 


God in his Houſe, you may teach them inſenſi- 


bly how to pray in their own. Do not let your 
FSGWrupplications be preſented to God, as the Heathers 
Preſent theirs to their Deities, as the Father of all 
 Thirgs, but as the God and Father of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, and through him as the Father of 

 Mercies. Confeſs Sin with Humility and Shame 
lay yourſelf and your People very low; and be 
ſure you do not omit in your penitential Abaſe- 

ment and Lamentation, the Corruption of Nature, 
: the Plague of the Heart, that 1 of Death, 
which 


Take: x. 16. 


th) 


which the Apoſtle grieves for ſo | Kn « and 
which is the impoiſoned Fountain of ONT, actual 
T ranſgreſſion. 


When you enter upon 7 Welpe. do not for- N 


get to adore divine Grace for the unſpeakable Gift, 


even Chriſt Jeſus, an Example of perfect Purity, 


Sin ; for the Evidences of his Miſſion, the ſatis- 
factory Evidences we have of the Validity of his 


a Chriſtian Aſſembly, let Chrift be never long out 5 
of ſight, either i in n Prayer or Preaching. Rs 5 


III. There a are allo decklional Ferien of a pub- 
kk Nature - 


of a Saviour in the moſt ; 7 85 affecting Light, 
and ſpread the Savour of it through the whole 


of his Love; and to comfort the Followers of the 
Lamb in the courſe of their Pilgrimage: 
Baptiſm is alſo an Ordinance to be adminiſtered 


a Diſcipline annexed to it. None are to be ac- 


ed as Chriſt's Diſciples, but thoſe Who ſeem = 


Act of the Church, and none are to be received, 


or being once received to be rejected, but by the 
Church, yet it will fall upon you, my Brother, to 


fade, to counſel ang; give Advice ho- they 
— * 1 ſhould 


and univerſal Holineſs ; for him as a Sacrifice for 


Undertaking, in his ſpeedy Reſurrection, his glori- 
ous Aſcenſion into Heaven, and the Work he is 
carrying on at the Father's right Hand. Thus in 


= I ſhould be too long, did I more - 
than touch upon i the Ordinance of the Lord's Su- 
per, to be adminiſtred ſo, as to repreſent the Love | 


Soul; ſo as to edify Chriſtians in their moſt _—_ 
Faith, confirm them in Holineſs by the Conſtraint: 


with all Seriouſneſs according to the Rule of the — 
Goſpel, 1 muſt alſo add, that Chriſt's F amily _ 


cepted into the Society of the Faithful, or regiſter- 1 5 
have received him and been received by him, 


by the credible Profeſſion of his Name. And IO 
though r apprehend Church- -Diſcipline is to be the 5 


{ 76 1 
Mould act in Point of Duty and Prudence; and 
conſequently it will very much lie upon you to 
ſeparate between the precious and the vile. Here 
| you are to be actuated by nothing but the Ho- 
nour of your Lord, the Welſare of Souls, and the 
Credit of the Chriſtian Profeſſion. No Private 


Pie, no perſonal Prejudices | are in 598, Leal to 
have Wee here. - 


IV. You are to bear | about you. A conſtant 


5 Concer n for the F lock — Vour Sion 15 to 


—— teſtiſy your ſtrong AﬀeXtion, i for the Souls of 


- * entreat Strength to be communicated, Be anxious, 


OY Religion. Do not oyerlbok the Pooreſt. Adapt 


be Writien as upon the Palms of your Hands, 
and ber Walls are. to be continually betore 
you. As a Shepherd, eye all your Flock, 
eſpecially thoſe Who are moſt inclined to wander. 
Find up the wounded, and ſtrengthien thoſe who are 
peak. Carry them in your Arms to the divine 
Footſtool i in Prayer. Let the Walls of your.Clo- 


your People, At proper Times. ſingie out their 
particular Caſes, their diſtinguiſhing Circumſtances, 
ament their Weakneſſes, ſinful and imprudent ; 


jf any are under Symptoms of peculiar Danger, and 
with ſtrong Cries put them under the divine Pro- 
tection. Intreat that the God of all Grace, who hath 
called them to his eternal Glory by Telus Chrift, 
would keep them by Ns. Rughty Power through 
Falch unto Salvation. 
Take ſuitable Oppottunites 5 wh n your 
People — Do it both in a way of Friendſhip and 


your Diſcourſes to the Situation they and their Fs. 
milies are in. Do this eſpecially | in the Seaſons of 
T Affliction. It is then that they peculiagly need 

| your Support, Advice and Exhortation. At thei 
Times their Minds may be more open to ſerious 
Impreſſions, more ready to imbibe Inſtructiois 
Convictions and Weben ; and. one would 


2 2 chu 


V...... 


i! 
Foul 


ch 


*. and 17 the Fear of the Lord * _ 
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5 chuſe to apply the Seal, when the Wax is ld. 
And more eſpecially ſtill if you find that any are 


under Awakenings, that the Spirit of God hath 


rouſed the Conſcience of any of your Hearers, 

then make all proper Haſte; this is the ita] 5 
Time, to preſerve the Impreſſion and yet to keep 

from Deſpondence z to direct their Sorrow which 

ts after a 77 Sort into a Repentance not to be re- 


ented of F; that their Goodneſs may not be as 


5 9 80 gase Mie the Marne: Cloud, and e . 


If St Rope 8006 are e upoa any unbecoming pk 


Walk, A them not be withheld. But, O my 
Friend and Brother, how. much Wiſdom A 
quiſite to diſcern the ſuitable Time and Manner 
& f giving them? Let this Work be done as 
much as may be in private ; , and when your Pa. 
ions and theirs are in their calmeſt as 
they may not think themſelves expoſed or any _ 
Way hardly dealt with. What Affection ſhould 
you evidence to their Perſons? How far ſhould _ 
à Reprover be from Anger, Wrath, and Evil- _ 
| ſpeaking? to be faithful and yet tender; to beer 
à proper Reſentment againſt Sin, and yet a 
compaſſionate Reſpect towards the Sinner; to 
have the Meekneſs of the Lamb joined with tzhe 
Courage of a Lion, is no ſmall, no common At. 
tainment. You will, Sir, in this nced all the _ 
Chriſtian and miniſterial Prudence that you are 
alſeſſed of; and will often ſee the Need of 
rayer to him, who is the Fountain of all Wif- 1 
dom. And may you have much of that Spirit, 
which reſted. on your Royal Maſter and animatinng 
Head ; @ Spirit of Wiſdom and Underſtanding, 4 


Spirit of Counſel and Might, a * "Ag al 


* +2 cer. vi. 1. ] Hef. vi. 4. ff. . 2 


On 


& may add, do all you can to preſerve Peace 
among Brethren. As vx the Servant of the 
Lord muſt not ſtrive, but be a Pattern of Gentle. 

neſs and Goodneſs, ſo if any that you are con- 
cerned with, ſeem to be contentioufly inclined, 
| Intreat them to leave off Contention before it be 9 
meddled with. Wiſdom muſt direct how to ma- 


nage, according to concurring Circumſtances: To 


neglect! a little Difference at one Time, may be a 


fatal Connivance, like the Diſregarding the 


e Breaking forth of Water or Fire. To meddle ; 
too much, may at other Times bring upon you 
the Imputation of a Buſy-Body, and exaſperate the 


i Wound, which your Deſire is to heal, 


In all may you ſhew the Care of 3 4 Shepherd, 
the Aﬀection of a Brother, the Faithfulneſs of 4 
Steward, the Tenderneſs of à Father, and the 
HJumility of a Servant; remembring you are the 
Diiſciple of him, 550 came not to be ere vu, Y 
5 Put to 1 minifter T. een en . 


* 


Preſs every Branch of Family-Prayer, reading 


the Scriptures, and Catechizing, This latter 


Method of Inſtruction was formerly thought of 
great Conſequence: I wiſh the preſent Genera- 


tion of Profeſſors were of the ſame Mind. By 


catechetical Inſtruction being ſet up in the Families 
of your Friends, Knowledge will be ſpread among 
the riſing Generation: We often complain that 
we do but "I good bye our . and the 
Occaſion 


77 + Mar; xx. 28. m—_— — 


: v. Let young ones, hrt 550 wall permit me 
to call the Lambs of the Flock, have more than 
a ſmall Share in your Concern; inculcate upon 

Parents the Duty incumbent upon them of training 

up their Children in the Ways of the Lord. 

Such Exhortations are greatly needful at this Day; 
for how are the Souls of young ones neglected! J 


(9) 


Ozcabed for ſuch Complaints is but too evident; 3 
and is not the Ignorance of the Bulk of our 
Hearers, one great Reaſon? for Want of a Foun- 
dation laid in an Acquaintance with the Princi- 
ples of Religion, as ſet forth in many of our Ca- 
techiſms from the Scriptures, the only Standard 


of divine Truth, our plaineſt Preaching is, I fear 185 


too much like ſpeaking 1 in an unknown Tongue. 
Private Catechiſing in Families, will make Way 
for Miniſterial; and I intreat and am ready to 
charge you that this Congregation may not be a 
Stranger to it. If I knew of any Compolure of 
this Sort better than the AsszMBL1ts Catechiſm 
I would recommend it. Explain it to your young 
ones; feed your Babes with Milk. Let your Doc- 
trine drop as the Rain in your publick Sermons, 


Let your Speech diſtil as Dew. in your private In- N 
ſtruction, as the ſmall Rain on 2 tender Herb, ang 
as the Showers upon the Graſs *. Let that World 


which you have heard this Day culated often found _ 
in your Ears, Loveſt thou me ! feed my Sheep, feed 


my Lambs .““ Our young ones are the Nurſery 


1 

1 of our Vineyard, whence from Time to Time are 
ov 

o 


to be tranſplanted: thoſe living Vines, which ſhall , 


bring forth Fruit hereafter; and when we are ga- | 


to be accounted to him for a Generation. 995 
But I ſhall be tedious. All that remains is 
to enforce this my Exhortation, that you may 


mw, firſt to my. ownſelf, and then to 
Wa 


F it, 


* Deut. xxxii 2 + Referring to che Sermon. 
1. xxii. zo. - LEN. 


thered to our People, and ſhall ſleep with our 
Fathers, they are to be a Seed 10 ſerve the Lord, and 


indeed take Heed to that Flock, over which the Holy g 55 
Ghoſt does make you an Overſeer. This I would 
do by a few Motives; and O that I could do 3 


og Saviour depends upon the Fulfilment of your Mini- 


ddteemer, and you give them no Diſturbance; if 
they continue Rebels againſt God and Deſpiſers of 


(%) 


Fab, Con der ie the Honour of your God and 


5 Ary— If you careleſly permit Sinners to perſevere 
in the Paths of Ignorance and Wiekedneſs; if 
they go on to gratify their Luſts and refuſe a Re- 


Goſpel-Grace, and you fit eaſy amidſt all, how 

ſhall Jeſus ſee the Travail of his Soul? _ : 
_ Secondly,' Conſider your People as poſſeſſed of 
: invaluable, immortal Souls — Labour to impreſs 8 
upon your own Heart the Worth of Souls, as . 


pag unſpeakably more precious than the Sun, Moon, « 


= Head is but little ; let it, be your Endeavour to 
i _- -  ftudy, pray and preach under a deep Senſe, and W 
4 moſt affecting View of theſe Things. This 1 


and Stars that roll about you; and as haſting to an . 
eternal World, and conſequently as Borderers upon 
Heaven or Hell. A ſpeculative Perſuaſion upon 


1 Will cauſe you very gladly to ſpend and de Þ ny 7 


Faith herein will put Spirit into your Miniſtrations, 
and be a Spring of Motion to all the Powers of 
Soul and Speech, While Faith is to you the | 
Eyidence of Things not ſeen, you will not much 


but will rather chuſe to peak with a Demonſtration 


ſeek after thoſe Arrows, which ſhor from the Gof- 
pel-Bow are moſt likely to reach the Heart. To 
hear a poor Sinner, before obdurate as the Ada- 
mant, now melting as the Wax, crying What 


for thoſe whom you labour among, A hvely 


ſtudy the enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom, 


of the Spirit and Power; you will not anxiouſly boul 
hanker after the Applauſe of your Hearers, but will ou 


| ſhall I do to be ſaved, *? will be more grateful to >. 
your Soul, than the capricious Praiſes of a Mul. Did 


2 tude. And here I cannot but ſubjoin the ſerious and 


Obſervation and mature Reflection of that great 


Man Archbiſhop Williams. He had for man TI 
„ S " Yea * 


1 £3 
Years made a mighty Figure as Dem of Weſtmin- 
ter, Biſhop of Lincoln, Lord-Keeper of the Great- 
Seal, and afterwards Archbiſhop of York; every 
one that knows his Hiſtory, muſt be ſenſible that 


he bore his Creſt high; but when he met with mor- hes 2 


ifying Strokes, and was brought to think ſeriouſly; 
he 1 expreſſed himſelf to a grave Miniſter: [ 


« have, faith he, paſſed thro? many Places of Ho- : 


« than any of my Order in England theſe ſeventy. 


« God, I fhould take therein more. ſpiritual Joy. 


+ which have been beſtowed upon me *.”* _ 
Thirdly, Gonſider the Souls you are ſ ſpeaking to 5 
4 the Price of the Saviour's Blood. — This is the 


: 

 MWirgument, which the Apoſtle urges in the Words 

| Wir my Text: The Church of God, which be 
WW bath purchaſed with bis own Blood.” OC whav 
„Argument, ſays Mr. Baxter, is here to quicker 

Wir Negligent, and to condemn thoſe that will not 5 

5 e quickned to their Duty by it! O, ſaith one of 

e ancient Doctors, if Chriſt had but committed 3 
1 o my Keeping one Spoonful of his Blood in a fra 


pl Glaſs, how curiouſly ſhyuld I preſerve it! and 


ath committed to me the Purchaſe of his Blood, 
bould I not as carefully look to my Charge? 0 
wour then to hearken to thoſe Arguments of Chriſt, 5 


ear him ſaying, as Mr. Baxter goes on to deſcant 


Blood, and are they not worth thy Labour? 
Did I come down from Heaven to Earth to ſeek 
and fave that which was loſt ? and will not thou 

5 — — 
Fuller's Ecelel. Hill. of Britain, I. 111, p. 228, 31 


« nour and Truſt, both in Church and State, more 


« Years before : But were I but aſſured that by my 
(6 Preaching I had converted but one Soul unto _ 


and Comfort, than in all the Honours and TIE py 


ow tender ſhould I be of the Glais! If then he 5 


dene ver you feel yourſelf grow dull and lifeleſs, | : 


pon the Place, Did I die for them, and will — 
not thou look. after them ? Were they worth my 


4 ſeek them? How ſmall is thy Condeſcenſion to 
„ make thee a Co-worker with me, and wilt thou 


ID your Conſcience as your Remembrancer, my dear 


bliaſſador in his Kingdom, as a Shepherd to his 


4 and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the 


e dom, preach the Word, be inſtant in Seaſon and 
«gut of Seaſon, S*. Let this Thought im- 
ETD preſſed be inſtead of ten thouſand Arguments u 


faithful when Dangers ſtare you in the Face, u 
FE comfort you under all the Diſcouragements you 
may meet with from miſtaken F dende or i 
Enemies, 


mg when you and I muſt have our hidden Princip 
aid open. Remember he who is to be your Judge 
+ js the omniſcient Jeſus; and if he would have 4 
Bis Churches know, ſure he would have the Min 

ſters of thoſe Churches much more to know, /h 


(a2) 


go to the next Door, or Street, or Village, to 


mine? I debaſed myſelf to this: but it is thy 
Honour to be thus employed. Was J willing to 


1 refuſe that little that lieth upon thy hand?” _ 
Fouribly, One thing more I would leave with 


| Brother, and that is the aweful Account which you I. 

are to give Chriſt your Judge. You know very 

well, that he who employs you as a Steward in his 
| Houſe, as a Labourer in his Vineyard, as an Am- 


Flock, and now inſpects all your Conduct, will call Wy, 
vou before him, and reckon with you. "How ſo- 
ſlemn is the Thought? and what a Charge doth it 

bring along with it? I will here repeat St. Pauls 

| Words to Timothy, ** I charge thee before God, 


„ Quick and Dead at his Appearing and King- 


quicken you when dull and loitering, to make youll 


My dear Fellow-Soldicr, the Then: is coming 


He ſearches the Heart, and tries the Reins of allth 
Children of Men, to give unto every Man accordil 

6 ” | their e 1t ” ae and perſeve 
wi 


* 2 Tim. iy, 1 „fuer. l. ß. 


"AW. 2 
with a ſerious Concern for his Honour and the 
Salvation of Souls, a glorious Crown awaits you, 


« are my Glory and Joy *; if you may turn to 
Ihe Judge, and may humbly lay, „ Behold here I | 
Un Wc am, and the Children Thich: thou haſt given 
ay We me+. » How bright a Day will it be? They 


when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear |. If you may 
look around upon many at that Day and ſay, © Ye 


du that are wiſe ſhall ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Fir- 4 


1} mament, and they that turn many to Righteouſ- 7 
113 Uneſs, as the Stars for ever and ever |||]. 5 
n= But as Succeſs is in the Hands of God, 4 would | 


then approve you, if he proclaims you faithful be- 
ſo-Nore Men and Angels, and calls Mr. Rooker by _ 
1 1! Wane to his affectionate Embrace, your Heart will 


all your Labours. If Irael is not gathered, yet 


re ſaved, and in them that periſh S. 


f the Miniftry upon any baſe an! ſiniſter Princi- 
ruths of Chriſt, to have made Light of Souls, to -: 


hi Weather ſay; if the Judge of Quick and Dead does 


feel a Joy that it was a Stranger to before. Thoſe _ 
ew Words, WEIL DoNE, GOOD AND FAITHFUL — _ 
« Senv ant” will more than make Amends for 


ou will be glorious | in the Eyes of the Lord; and 
however the Event be in point of Succeſs, you will 
de unto God a ſweet Savour in Chriſt in them that wy 


On the other hand; which God forbid, if at that 5 
Way you are found to have engaged in the Wor 


ple; or if you are found to have betrayed the great 


ive been carried away by the Fear or Favour of 
age en, the Hopes of Gaining, Or the Apprehenſions = ES 
y J f Loſing ;' in a Word, if found ſlothful and wicked, 


1 de Servant into Darkneſs, where ſhall t be Werding | 
1 oa Soong of Teeth 1 5 
r 1 Per v 4  *1 Tbeſ. fl. 20. +Heb.ii. 13. 


hriſt will treat you as ſuch, and caſt the unproſita- 


: 

* 
4 
d- 
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which perhaps, you may have read, as delivered 
not long ago in London, upon ſuch an Occaſion 
as this ]. A Divine in the former Part of the 
laſt Age, was preaching before an Aſſociation 


they acted, pointed to them the laſt and awefu 
Day of Judgment; and having brought in Chriſt 
the” Judge, as taking his Place on the Throne, 
he then, by an elegant Proſopopæia, repreſented 
him as calling his Miniſters to an Account, exa 
mining how they. had preached, and with wha 
Views they had undertaken and diſcharged the 
Mork of the Miniſtry - 
„ preach for? I preached, Lord. that I 10. 
cc keep a good Living that was left me by n 
Father of orie hundred and fifty, or two 10 
* dred Pounds a- Vear; which if I had not « 
<« tered into Orders had been wholly loſt, as ti 
me and my numerous Family.” Chriſt ay 
to him, „ Stand by, thou haſt had thy he 
wird.” The Queſtion is put co another, “ An 
„hat did you preach for? He anſwered, Lon 


„ At Me. Oils Ordination. 


(%) 
1 would conclude al} With a Paſſage 6f Hiſtory, 


of Miniſters, and in order to quicken, their Re. 
gard to the Principle, End and Motive from which 


„What did yo 


** 


1 was applauded as a learned Man, and I preact 
ed to keep up the Reputation of an excellen 


„ Orator, and an ingenious Preacher.“ Chriſt 
Anſwer to him likewiſe was „ Stand thou by 
eu alſo haſt had thy Reward.” — 

Judge puts the Queſtion to a third, And wii 

did you preach for? Lord, ſays he, I neith 
aimed at the great Things of this World, thouy 
I was'Thanktul for the Conveniencies of Lift 

„ which thou gaveſt me; nor did I preach, t 
I might gain the Character of a Wit, nor 
Man "of Parts, or that of a fine Scholar; b 
N preached | in 8 to Souls, and | 


Th 


„ Pes 


6055) 


cc e pleaſe and 686855 thee; my Deſign i in preach- 


„ ing was, Lord, that I might win Souls to thy 
« bleſſed Majeſty.** Upon this the Judge called 
out Room, Men, Room, Angels, let this Man 
come and ſit with me in my Throne, as Iam 


&« ſet down with my Father in his Throne; he has. 


c owned and honoured me on Earth; and I will 
„ own and honour | him through all the Ages of 
„ Prernity.” The Reſult of all then was, that 
the Miniſters went home much affected; refoly- _ 
ing that through the Help of God they would 
mind the Work of the Miniſtry more, and look 
better to their Aims and Ends ever after. "My... 
Prayer is, that a Senſe of theſe Things may ſit 
with a proper Weight upon your Heart and Mind; 
and an Impreſſion like what I have mentioned, 
may be carried away by, and ever remain, with all N 
„ honoured Brethren in the Miniſtry upon : 
— this ſolemn 9 aſſembled TE the Lord. 


bw; Ins 2 bee and a by „ cht belt, 1 
_ \- and George Keith. 95 


F Cberh⸗ 8 1 Ge ee, or 1 F {iT 1 
of mental Form of Government in Britain, fe 
5 ; 2 edit, | Fo 5 
RR „Dee, + Impartia Philotoolier, 2 at. REED 
Fenin s young Algebraiſt's Companion, or a 
new and eaſy Guide to Algebra in kamin, Dia- | 
Jogues, 2d edit. 
Dr. Gi on the T. rinity, 2d . 
on Juſtification, gd edit. 
on the Reſurrection, 2d 1 
on God's Evexlaſting Love, py edit, 
on the Badr of Grace, 2d edit. wk 
— Scripture Guide, 3d edit. 3 
li on the Saints Final e 2d edit. 
Wc on the Song of Solomon, 2d edit. . 
| m—— Watchman's Anſwer, 3d edit. and the 
other Works of Dr. Gill 
Marne's Church of England aps; Diſſenter, 
clearly proving, that the Generality of thoſe who _ 
protects themſelves her Clergy, have forſaken moſt _ 
of the important Doctrines, contained in her ä 
= __ Homilies and Collects, 3d edit. 3 
8 Arithmetick, 2d cat, . 8 


